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Caring for Climate 
Mareer Mohamed Husny, Climate Change & Energy Department 

 

“One generation plants a tree; the next generation gets the shade.” – Chinese Proverb

Everything has its own threshold level. For 

example, a hard disk drive  of a computer will 

have its definte storage capacity beyond which it 

cannot store any more data. Similarly climate 

does have its own limits; climate is a dynamic 

system which changes accordingly. 

I believe that climate should change, because if it 

does not change there will be no existance of any 

major life on earth. According to natural 

selection theory or succession theory, new 

species were evolved due to competion amongst 

species and their environmental changes. Thus 

changing climate is an essential requirement for 

the very existance of the earth itself. Today 

climate change is viewed from an angle that is a 

danger to  mankind and the total universe as 

whole.  

The main reason why political leaders and 

scientists are fighting against climate change is 

due to its negative impacts.  

 

Climate observation suggests our blue planet is 

going under significant changes. This can be 

hypothetically linked to the well known green 

house effect. The Earth exists due to the very 

existance of liquid water. If the global average 

temperature is more than 150C or less than 150C 

water will not exist in liquid state, thus ceasing 

life on earth. Thus green house effect is essential 

in conserving the biosphere. 

Though global warming is just an annex to the 

green house effect, it has its own impacts on 

climate. The impacts of climate change is very 

broad from biodiversity to the economy, to 

human health etc.  

Carbon and the green house gases in the 

atmosphere are causing imbalances in climate 

pattern, thus the frequency and intensity of 

natural disasters increase exponentially. The 

following scenario, generated for mean rain fall 

pattern in the Maldives, shows a change of a dry 

period from February to March. This may be the 

warning that worse is yet to come. 

 

 

Graph by Mr. Ali Shareef & Mr. Ahmed Yazeed 
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Launching of International Year of Biodiversity in the Maldives 
Ilham Atho Mohamed, Environment Department 

 

The International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) was 

officially launched in the Maldives by the Vice 

President of the Maldives, Dr. Mohamed 

Waheed Hassan Manik in a ceremony held at the 

Sultan’s park on the 18th of February 2010. The 

ceremony began at 9:00am with the recitation of 

Holy Quran, followed by the introductory 

remarks of Mr. Mohamed Zahir, Director 

General of Environment Department.  

IYB was launched when the Guest of Honour, 

Vice President unveiled the official IYB logo to 

be used in the Maldives. After the unveiling, Vice 

President addressed the gathering. In his speech 

the Vice President highlighted that, the 

biodiversity is an invaluable asset to human kind 

and destroying it will only bring about our 

destruction. 

He also said that each species is either directly or 

indirectly beneficial to the rest of the species 

including the humans, and should be safely 

transferred to the generations to come. Also 

creating awareness at all levels about our 

vulnerable biodiversity should come to the 

frontline of the activities planned for this year. 

 

After the Vice President’s speech, Mr. Mohamed 

Aslam, the Minister of Housing, Transport and 

Environment addressed the gathering. In his 
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speech the minister expressed his vision of 

making the Sultan’s Park a more useful place to 

Maldivians. 

 

He said that discussions are going on to make 

the park a symbol of the rich biodiversity of the 

Maldives, as well as to make the park 

informative and educational to students, 

teachers and researchers alike. He also 

highlighted that global warming and other 

environmental impacts are the results of 

destructive developmental activities of human, 

and being a small island nation Maldives is one 

of the most affected countries of such activities. 

Minister said that it is important to change our 

current mindset and approach of biodiversity. 

After the speech the Minister launched the 

Dhivehi Theme Song of IYB 2010. 

 

After the launching ceremony the invited guests 

took a tour of Sultan’s Park with the assistance 

of students from Environs (Environment Club of 

Centre for Higher Secondary Education).  

 

Prior to this event, the plants and trees of 
Sultan’s Park were identified and mapped by 
Environs with the assistance of Environment 
Department, Environmental Protection Agency 
and Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture. Small 
information boards with local name, common 
name, scientific name and uses of the plant, etc. 
were placed near each plant. 

After the opening ceremony, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., students from all schools of Male’ were 
given tours of the Sultan’s Park.  Special 
biodiversity awareness activities and game stalls 
were also in place for the students to take part 
in. 
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Key Facts on Biodiversity 
Ahmed Anwar, Environment Department 

 

 Though the exact number is impossible to determine, an 
unprecedented mass extinction of life on Earth is 
occurring. Scientists estimate that between 150 and 200 
species of life become extinct every 24 hours.  

 There have always been periods of extinction in the 
planet's history, but this episode of species extinction is 
greater than anything the world has experienced for the 
past 65 million years-the greatest rate of extinction since 
the vanishing of the dinosaurs.  

 Some 60 per cent of the plant species endemic to the 
Galapagos Islands are threatened with extinction, as are 75 
per cent of the endemic plant species of the Canary 
Islands. If we continue with our unsustainable patterns of 
activity, one-fifth of all species could become extinct in the 
next two decades.  

 This mass extinction is due, in large measure, to 
humankind's unsustainable methods of production and 
consumption. This mass extinction is due, in large 
measure, to humankind's unsustainable methods of 
production and consumption.  

 More than 60 per cent of the world's people depend 
directly on plants for their medicines. 

 About 12 per cent of mammal species and 11 per cent of 
bird species were classified as threatened in 1990. 

 Nearly every animal species may be host to several 
specialized parasitic species, only a small fraction of which 
have been described.  

 According to the World Resources Institute, the biggest 

cause of extinction is loss of habitat. 

 There are as many as 100 million species on Earth, of 
which only 1.7 million have been identified. 

 Humans are but one of those species.  
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2nd Provincial Workshop on Environmental Awareness 
Mohamed Naseeh, Environment Department 

 

 

The 2nd Provincial Workshop on Environmental 
Awareness was held at Muhibbuddin School, S. 
Hithadhoo on 27 February 2010 

The workshop, the second of a series of 
environmental awareness raising workshops 
planned to be conducted in the provinces this 
year by the Environment Department, was 
inaugurated by Mr. Abdulla Sodhig, the Atoll 
Counsellor of Addu Atoll. 

 

One hundred students from various grades of 
Muhibbuddin School participated in the 
workshop. 

The topics covered in the workshop include 
Climate Change, renewable energy, carbon 
neutrality, biodiversity conservation, Eidhigali 
Kilhi (a protected area in S. Hithadhoo), water 
conservation and environmental laws & 
regulations. 
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The workshop also included a special 
presentation on “Mitigation of Climate Change”, 
which was presented by Dr. Simad Saeed, a 
renowned local environmental expert. 

 

Apart from the presentations, various interactive 
activities were conducted for the students and 
also a video on Eidhigali Kilhi was screened. 

At the end of the workshop certificates were 
given to all the students who took part in the 
workshop. The certificates were given by Mr. 
Ibrahim Shathir, Principal of Muhibbuddin 
School. Also a number of books published by 
Environment Department were donated to the 
Muhibbuddin School Library. 

 

As part of the workshop, a small information 
session was conducted that evening for the 
island community leaders of S. Hithadhoo, to 
give them information about climate change, 
carbon neutrality and environmental laws & 
regulations.  

 

Also as part of the workshop, a field trip was 
conducted on 28 February 2010 for students of 
Fehi Club, the environment club of 
Muhibbuddin School. The students were taken 
to Eidhigali Kilhi and Ranin Hanaa Fengan’da 
(two lakes in the Hithadhoo Protected Area), and 
given information about the various types of 
biodiversity found in the areas. 
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MHTE Delegation Visits China 
Ihma Shareef – Climate Change Consultant 

 

A delegation from the Ministry of Housing, 

Transport and Environment (MHTE) went on an 

official visit to Beijing, China from 9-11 February 

2010 for climate change talks with the 

Government of the People’s Republic of China. 

The delegation consisted of MHTE’s Permanent 

Secretary Mr. Ahmed Saleem, Director General 

of Climate Change and Energy Department, Mr. 

Amjad Abdulla and Climate Change Consultant 

Ms. Ihma Shareef. 

The delegation held talks with senior officials of 

the Government of the People’s Republic of 

China including the Assistant Foreign Minister, 

His Excellency Hu Zhengyue, the Special 

Representative of Climate Change Talks, 

Ambassador Yu Qingtai and the Director 

General of the National Development and 

Reform Commission, Mr. Su Wei. 

The talks included strengthening the bilateral 

relationship between the Republic of Maldives 

and the People’s Republic of China, especially in 

the arena of climate change and how the 

People’s Republic of China can assist the 

Maldives with regard to adaptation and 

mitigation. The delegation also was hosted by 

the Ambassador of the Maldives to China, His 

Excellency Ahmed Latheef. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
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