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What is a 
School Environment Club?

It is a voluntary group comprising of school children 

and teachers that functions in a school which pro-

motes participation of students in learning about 

and working towards the sustainability of their 

environment, economy and society.

Why start a 
School Environment Club?

Environmental Education is vital and should be-

come a major part of the school activities. Current-

ly, Environmental Studies is the only subject offered 

in the Primary Schools in Maldives that deals with 

Environmental Education concepts. In order to 

widen the scope of learning of Environmental Edu-

cation concepts and skills, Environment Clubs could 

play a major role.

About a School 
Environment 

Club
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An Environment Club opens up a wonderful op-

portunity for teachers to create awareness, build 

attitudes and help students take up activities in 

the real world, in a way in which the constraints of 

the classroom and curriculum will not allow. This 

will support student-centered learning approach, 

placing students at the center of learning process 

as compared to the traditional teacher-centered 

learning method in which students are focused on 

the teacher. 

An Environment Club can thus help to extend be-

yond the borders and scope of the formal education 

system, developing creative and critical thinking 

and empowering students for a sustainable future.
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How can a School Environment 
Club help in Education for 
Sustainable Development?

Environmental Clubs can assist the school to 

achieve the following objectives:

Create awareness and sensitivity to the environ- �

ment and related problems

Pass on knowledge to help school children gain  �

experiences in and acquire basic understanding 

of the environment and related problems.

Build attitudes to help school children acquire  �

A
bout a School Environm

ent Club

a set of values and feelings of concern for the 

environment, and the motivation for actively 

participating in environmental improvement 

and protection.

Teach skills to help school children to identify  �

and solve environmental problems.

Lead the students towards and participate in  �

appropriate action to solve environmental 

problems and to minimize or avoid future 

problems.

Guide the students in educating the wider com- �

munity about the key environmental problems 

and appropriate actions.
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How to initiate 
and run a School 

Environment 
Club?

Selecting the Advisors

First of all the school Senior Management Staff 

(SMS) need to appoint a group of Advisors to pro-

vide support to the Environmental Club (Refer to 

Appendix A). This includes a supervisor from the 

SMS, one teacher to be in charge of the club and a 

teacher from each grade. The selection needs to be 

done after considering people who are interested in 

managing the club. 

Plan to start the Club

Plan to start the club

Once the Advisors are selected, the Advisors could 

plan to start the Environmental Club in the school. 

A small group of students could also help the Advi-

sors in planning.

Here are some questions that need to be con-

sidered while planning:

How have other clubs been organized in your  �

school?

Is there funding for clubs? �

How many students from each grade would be  �

recruited to the club?

What other environmental groups exist in the  �

community?

What support can these groups give? �

What are the major environmental problems in  �

your school or community?

It may be helpful to consult with other club teach-

ers in the school to learn about their experiences 

in organizing a club. Identify possible community 

resource people and parties to help with the club. 

Also find out about school policies and guidelines 

regarding co-curricular activities. For safety and 
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liability concerns, the requirements for taking stu-

dents out of the school premises for activities need 

to be clarified.

Recruiting members

First of all, the exact number of students to be 

recruited to the club, from each grade, needs to be 

identified. Once the number is decided, the Advi-

sors can start recruiting the members. This could 

be done by either identifying students who are 

interested in joining the club or letting the class 

teacher select the students. If it is decided to recruit 

students who are ‘interested in joining the club’, 

general publicity could be obtained through posters, 

notices on the school notice board or announce-

ments on the school address system. The time and 

place of the ‘First Meeting’ could be included with 

all the publicity. 

Conducting meetings

The first meeting 

The First meeting is the first event for the group. 

One of the Advisors should give a brief introduction 

of the club to the group (the proposed organization-

al structure, suggested activities etc). One of the Ad-

visors can take notes of the first meeting. It should 

also be made sure that there are enough Advisors to 

support the students during all the meetings.

Appointing the Officers

Students should nominate and then vote on ‘Stu-

dent Officers’ who will help run the club. This could 

be done either in the first meeting or after several 

meetings, once the students get to know each other. 

The term of the Student Officers need to be decided 

at this stage.

Allocating time for the meetings

The group should decide how often they plan to 

meet. Time availability is usually the first problem 

that teachers encounter. Plan a time when most of 

the students can attend. The club could have the 

meetings on the same day and time every week 

or every other week. The Advisors should check 

with other co-curricular activities for meeting time 

conflicts.

It is desirable to set aside at least two periods a 

week. Of this some time will be spent on the regular 

meetings of the members. The rest of the time will 

be spent on doing projects and undertaking activi-

ties that are planned.

Certain types of projects will demand students to 

work individually or in groups outside the school 

hours also. The club members must decide whether 

they want to take up such projects or not.

Allocating a place for the meetings

The difficulty of finding a place to hold the meetings 

is another problem that Clubs often face. If it is pos-

sible, the Advisors should try to reserve the same 

room for all the meetings so that there is no confu-

sion. This should be a place which can comfort-

ably seat all the members. If possible, the seating 

arrangements should be unlike a normal classroom 

H
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 to initiate and run a School Environm
ent Club?
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(e.g. students could sit around a table, or in a circle 

on chairs, or on the floor etc).

There should also be enough space to display and 

spread out materials. If the school grounds have a 

secluded corner under a shady tree, this could be an 

ideal venue. In many schools, an empty classroom, 

art room or science room is used for Club meetings.

Apart from meeting space, it would be useful if 

the Club could be allotted a lockable cupboard on 

which all the materials, equipments and work- in-

progress can be kept.

Involving all the members in the meeting

It is worthwhile to make special efforts to ensure 

that it is not just the Advisors and the Student Of-

ficers who decide what happens at meetings. It may 

be a good idea to have one or two different mem-

bers plan each meeting as they like.

One way of involving all the club members is getting 

everyone to keep records of meeting dates, agen-

das, discussions made and activities undertaken 

(Refer to Appendix B ). A meeting should not simply 

be a one-way communication, but an opportunity 

to share ideas and views among the Advisors and 

the club members.

Taking minutes

It is important to keep a record of what happens 

during the meeting so that the club can follow up 

on the issues from one meeting to the next. Usu-

ally the secretary would take notes, but it is also 

possible to rotate this role among members so that 

all can gain experience. The teacher may need to 

prompt students to take notes on key decisions. 

Setting the agenda 
To make the meeting meaningful and enjoyable, 

it is important to set the agenda of the meeting. 

Otherwise the discussion may go in circles without 

any structure or conclusions. The meeting should be 

an opportunity to:

re-affirm commitment to the Cluba. 

report ongoing activitiesb. 

plan for upcoming events/ future activities.c. 

learn something new about the environment, d. 

society and economy 

display talentse. 

enjoy and be enrichedf. 

Closing the meeting

It is important to stick to the meeting schedule 

and to close the meetings on time. When closing a 

meeting or finishing an activity, it is important to 

remind students about the day and time of the next 

meeting. This information can also be posted on a 

school notice board as a reminder.
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Support for 
School 
Environment 
Club Activities

How can parents be involved and 
their support gained?

Parents may naturally have interest about what 

their children should be doing with their time 

in school and outside the school. It is therefore 

important for the success of the Club activities that 

they are informed about, if not directly involved in 

the programs that their children undertake. If the 

parents are convinced that the Club will lead to the 

overall development of the child, and will involve 

the child in constructive activities, they will usually 

be ready to support the activities.

It is desirable that parents know about the Club 

that the children are going to be part of, the kind of 

activities that they will be involved in, the time and 

other resource commitments, etc. even before the 

children are enrolled. One way to do this might be 

to brief them about the club and the planned activi-

ties, in a parent – teacher meeting, at the beginning 

of the year.

Parents can act as judges for certain events; some 

could be called in as resource persons; a few par-

ents may also accompany the group for field visits, 

camps etc. They must of course be invited for any 

Club functions and events.

How can other teachers be in-
volved?

Apart from keeping the other teachers informed, 

they could be called in as judges for events like 

competitions, quizzes etc. 

How can the club get maximum 
support from school authorities?

Ideally, the planning of the Environment Club 

should be the collective effort of the Advisors and 

Support for School Environm
ent Club A

ctivities
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students. If this is not possible, it is important to 

ensure that all are kept informed. The teacher in 

charge must keep the Principal informed about the 

ongoing and proposed activities of the Club.

The Principal must be invited to attend special 

functions of the Club such as the inaugurations, 

exhibitions etc, as well as occasional meetings of 

the Club. The Principal could also be requested to 

brief, or give permission to brief, other teachers and 

school staff about Environment Club and its activi-

ties. This will be useful in getting the cooperation, if 

required. For example, it may be necessary to work 

with the school gardeners or cleaning staff for some 

projects. In case of these staff, it might be a good 

ides to invite them to one of the meetings when the 

project is being discussed.

 

How much contact should the 
club have with the rest of the 
school?

It is important to let the rest of the school know 

about the Club and its activities. This will not only 

make the Club members feel important, and more 

responsible for their actions, it could also motivate 

other classes to take up simple activities or join the 

Club.

How can the rest of the school 
be involved?

One way to do this is for the Club to have a space 

(notice board/blackboard), etc at a place where the 

whole school can see it. On this, they can put up 

reports of activities, photographs, interesting news 

items, etc. Club members could use the Notice 

Board to run competitions, quizzes etc. for the other 

students. Advertising club activities not only keep 

members informed about upcoming activities, but it 

promotes an awareness of environmental issues and 

activities that the club is involved with. 

Advertising gives the environmental club visibility 

and gives recognition to students involved in worth-

while activities. Highlights of different club activi-

ties could be published in school magazines, school 

newspapers, club newsletters, local newspapers, 

posters etc.

With the Principal’s permission, the Club repre-

sentatives could report on the activities or present 

something in the assembly. Putting up an annual 

exhibition to which all are invited is also a good way 

of making the Club’s presence felt.
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Resources 
for the Club

Does the club require any 
equipment or materials ?

No equipment is essential, but the following may be 

useful for Club activities.

A pair of binoculars �

Books on birds and trees of the locality �

A camera �

A large, detailed map of the Maldives and the  �

island 

Some drawing and colouring material, kitchen  �

papers etc

Papers of various sizes �

Access to TV, VCR, DCD players, computers,  �

slide projectors etc

Other materials will depend on the projects to be 

taken up. For example, if water quality monitoring 

is to be taken up, a kit will be required. Posters, 

charts, books and other material will always be 

useful.

Who could act as resource per-
son for Club activities?

‘Experts’ in different fields may be found locally. 

They need not be only those who are academically 

or officially designated as experts. Often people with 

long experience in a field (e.g. gardening, fishing, 

handicraft work etc) carry the weight of experience 

and credibility. They are also familiar with local sites 

and situations, and hence well suited to initiate or 

guide students. For observation and survey activities 

you may, from time to time, need to call upon the 

expertise or experience of the following:

A person who knows about corals  �

A person who knows about medical plants  �

A person who knows about the history of the  �

Maldives

You may find such persons in colleges (e.g Faculty 

of Education), ministries (e.g. Ministry of Environ-

ment, Energy and Water), Non- Government organi-

R
esources for the Club
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zations (Live & Learn Environmental Education) etc. 

In addition to naturalists, you could also call upon 

members of the family or friends who know about 

things. Moreover if there are several such clubs 

in the same island, it would be useful share the 

resources among the Clubs.

How much money does a Club 
need?

Every Club is different. There are Clubs which oper-

ate with near zero budgets and others which have 

raised and used a considerable amount of money.
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Environment Clubs sometimes need funding for 

special project, activities and field trips. Unless the 

club receives sufficient funding as part of the school 

budget, funding sources need to be located to carry 

out the activities of the club.

How can a club generate funds?

Apart from the funds available from different par-

ties, a Club can try to become self-sustaining in a 

number of ways. The Club could raise some money 

through exhibitions, sale of handicrafts from waste 

made by the students, Jumble Sales etc.
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What special 
events can a Club 
Celebrate?

many contributions they make to our well-being.

 

March 22: World Water Day
Remind everyone of the importance of water.

Activity: To mark World Day of Water, the School 

can organize a poster exhibition under the theme 

“Water for Life”. All the students can participate in 

the exhibition. The messages of the works are:

Water and health �

Stop pollution �

Protect water �

Water in community �

The posters can be put up in different locations of 

the school. Three winners (1st, 2nd and 3rd) can be 

selected from each grade.

An Environmental Calendar

February 2: World Wetland Day
This day is celebrated to create awareness about 

wetlands and their value to mankind. The date is 

the anniversary of the Convention of the Wetlands 

if International Importance, at the Iranian city of 

Ramsar, in 1971. This treaty is concerned with the 

wise use of wetlands and their biodiversity. Students 

can take up projects to survey a local wetland (any 

natural or artificial water body) and plan campaigns 

to communicate its importance.

March 21: World Forestry Day
Year-long greening activities can climax on this day, 

with related projects being presented and shared 

with the rest of the school.

Activity : Celebrate World Forestry Day by visit-

ing your local forests and learning more about the 

W
hat special events can a Club Celebrate?
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March 23: World Meteorological 
Day
Remind everyone that the weather is an integral 

part of the environment. 

April 18: World Heritage Day
A good occasion to reiterate that ‘environment’ in-

cludes not just the natural, but also man-made sur-

roundings. A programme to create awareness and 

pride in the local cultural and architectural heritage 

would be an enriching activity. A visit to a local mu-

seum, and research projects on local monuments 

would be taken up.

April 22: Earth Day
This day was first celebrated in 1970 by a group of 

people in the United States if America to draw at-

tention increasing environmental problems caused 

by humans on earth. Now all over the world, this 

day is celebrated by students, activists and other 

groups with rallies, festival, ‘clean-ups’, special TV 

shows and lectures. Let the Club find its special way 

to celebrate this day.

Activity: Invite your students to study a variety of 

product packaging and discuss which packages are 

most “Earth friendly.” Then have them work in small 

groups to redesign a product whose package they 

deem “unfriendly.” 

June 5: World Environment Day
This date marks the anniversary of the Stockholm 

conference on Human Environment held in Swe-

den in 1972, when nations of the world gathered 

to share their concern over human progress at the 

expense of the environment.

This is a good occasion for the Club to educate and 

inform themselves about their immediate environ-

ment and work towards improving it. Club members 

can plan activities that they can do e.g. ‘Clean up’, 

exhibitions, distribution of pamphlets etc.

September 16: World Ozone Day
Proclaimed by the United Nations as the Interna-

tional Day for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer, 

this is a good occasion for students to find out more 

about the threats to this precious layer and initiate 

discussion on what students can do to help mitigate 

this global threat. The date marks the day that the 

Montreal Protocol was signed in 1987, to control 

production and consumption of ozone depleting 

substances.

September 28: Green Consumer 
Day
Some countries celebrate this day to make consum-

ers aware of what they are buying. Students could 

create awareness about specific aspects e.g. the 

growing trend of consumerism and its effect on the 

environment, how too much packing is using up 

valuable resources as well as creating an increasing 

problem of garbage. They can start a movement to 

be ‘Green Consumers’ through practicing Reduce-

Reuse-Recycle.
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October 3:  World Habitat Day
A day to remind ourselves that ‘habitat’ does not 

mean just a place where humans live, to broaden 

the perspective to include the wonderful diversity 

of habitats for all living things, and how these are 

threatened by human activity.

October 4: World Animal Welfare 
Day

A good day to remind ourselves that the world has 

not been created for the exclusive use of humans; 

and to think about the co-inhabitants of the planet- 

the animals- from the minutest to the mightiest.

October 17: Wildlife Week

Use this week to widen the meaning of wildlife by 

understanding that wildlife is not just large, fierce 

animals, but all non- domesticated flora and fauna 

native to an area. Let students spread the word 

that ‘wildlife’ is everywhere-in our homes, gardens 

W
hat special events can a Club Celebrate?

and fields, not just in jungles and that the wonder 

of nature is there at our doorstep for us to study 

and appreciate. Learn also about the threats to our 

wildlife and learn about wildlife protection laws in 

our country and international agreements such as 

CITES-Convention on International Trade in Endan-

gered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna.

October 13: International Day for 
Disaster Reduction

Simple search projects on natural disasters-floods, 

cyclones, landslides, droughts etc. can be under-

taken  and findings discussed why do they occur, 

how do human activities contribute to mitigating or 

increasing these, who is effected by such disasters 

and why, what are disaster management  progr-

rammes etc, are some  aspects that could be taken 

up. A wall display with newspaper clippings on such 

news, national and international , can help high-

light the issue and share it with other students.
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Projects
Take Action: Present the findings, projections, 3. 

recommendations for actions to the school and 

/ or the community.  

Presented below is a sample project outline 

adapted from a series of activities conducted 

by ‘Maares’ an Environment Club functioning in 

Baa Atoll Maalhos.

SAMPLE PROJECT

Themes: 

Environment and Society

Resources: 

Poster of Protected Birds of Maldives (MEEW)

Field Guide to Birds of Maldives (Live and Learn 

Environmental Education)

Internet surfing

Library

Rationale for project design 

It is important that the projects implemented by the 

School Environment Club guides children through a 

learning process, where children engage in ex-

ploring the environment to identify issues and to 

implement actions to improve it. It is advised that 

teachers select projects with which children could 

engage in a combination of concepts under the 

themes, society, economy and environment. 

A Three Step Guide to Develop 

In addition, the following 3 step model guideline 

could be used in developing projects. 

Tuning in: Initiate thinking about a topic and / 1. 

or gain knowledge about a topic.

Gather and Sort Data: Collect and organized 2. 

data related to the topic from the surround-

ing, using library or internet search or other 

sources.

Pr
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Objectives:

By engaging in the project activities children will;

Be able to identify the protected birds of Mal- �

dives

Method:

Tuning in: 1. 

Provide children information about protected  �

birds of Maldives and outline the reasons 

why they are protected. 

Generate discussion on the current situa- �

tion in the island community, with regard to 

protected birds.

Gather and Sort Data: 2. 

Collect data and organize data about the cur-

rent practices with regard to protected birds in 

their island community and in Maldives.

Take Action: 3. 

Present the findings and recommendations for 

actions to the school and / or the community 

by using any of the following methods;

Drawing and displaying posters in the school  �

and community to educate the school and 

community about the importance of protect-

ing birds.

Drawing murals in public areas to educate  �

the school and community about the impor-

tance of protecting birds.

Getting the school children and community  �

members to sign a pledge to protect birds.

Other projects could include conducting waste au-

dits, energy audits, water audits and school ground 

audits in the school (Refer to Appendix B).

Currently, Ministry of Environment, Energy and 

Water is undertaking a project called ‘Project to 

retrieve flowering plants in Male’’ and a campaign 

called ‘Plant for the Planet: The Billion Tree cam-

paign’ (Refer to Appendix C). 

Projects
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Roles and Responsibilities of Club Officers �

President
Role: 

As the club leader, the president helps members de-

velop as leaders and works to ensure that the club’s 

activities and projects are successfully promoted 

and completed. He/she takes a leadership role in 

organizing events and in planning and managing 

projects.

Vice President
The club vice president can serve more effectively 

by understanding the year’s goals, projects, and 

activities and being well versed in community and 

resources. To that end, it is important that the club 

president and vice president work together as a 

team. This can be particularly helpful for clubs that 

choose to have the incoming president serve as 

vice president before taking office. The vice presi-

dent presides at all meetings when the president is 

absent. 

Secretary
The secretary is in charge if the safe keeping of all 

the equipment, materials, books, videos, charts, etc 

of the club, handles the club’s communication with 

the public, maintains all club records and takes the 

minutes for all club meetings and outings.

Treasurer
As the collector of club funds, the treasurer is 

responsible for the club’s financial stability. He/she 

collects and manages all the money of the Club, 

keeps accounts of the funds received etc. However 

a teacher should be attached with the treasurer to 

deal with money. In preparing for this assignment, 

the treasurer should meet with the previous treasur-

er (if there was any) of other clubs.
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Appendix B
The Environment Club Award �

The proposed Environment Club Award is an annual 

recognition (announced on World Environment Day, 

June 5) given to the best performing Environment 

Club in Maldivian Schools. The award aims to devel-

op a standard, including guidelines and objectives, 

for Environment Clubs to work towards. The Award 

will help to determine the current level of environ-

mental awareness and active participation in Envi-

ronment Clubs across the country and to encourage 

competition within and between Environment Clubs 

to strive for environmental sustainability.  

Winners of the Award would be determined based 

on their criteria sheet performance, the overall 

portfolio of the club’s environmental accomplish-

ments, the evidence supplied and to what degree 

the club had accomplished their set goals. The size 

of the club’s improvement would also be taken into 

account, as well as the degree of participation from 

the whole school, families and the wider commu-

nity. 

The Award requires Environment Clubs to partake in 

initiatives that will benefit the environment, while 

also involving and benefiting the wider community. 

It would foster improved community unity and 

communication between the Environment Club and 

the wider community. 

To compliment this external award system, clubs 

would be encouraged to award internal awards to 

students/classes in recognition of their contribution.

Clubs would be required to complete the Portfolio, 

attaching photos, drawings, essays, posters, etc as 

general proof of the club’s accomplishments, as well 

as two referees who are not associated with the 

school, such as the Atoll Office or a local environ-

ment group who can verify the club’s achievements. 

These must be submitted to the Ministry of Environ-

ment, Energy and Water by the 30th of April to be 

considered for the Award. 
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ENVIRONMENT CLUB 
PORTFOLIO

Environment Club Name  : 

School                                : 

Date submitted                 : 

Portfolio assessed by:  1) 

                                      2) 
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Contents

Section

School Profile 1. 

Description of your Area / Community2. 

Summary of Previous Environmental Work3. 

Active Group Members4. 

Responding to criteria sheet5. 

Record of Meetings6. 

Action Plan7. 

Linking & Networking8. 

Review and Reflection of the Environment Club Award process9. 

Future Plans  �

Portfolio Assessment Tools �

 

Appendix 1: Criteria Sheet �

Appendix 2: Minutes Template �

Please include extra pages if needed.

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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1. School Profile
Please include extra pages if needed.

Name of Environment Club:

Name of School: 

Address: 

Island:

Tel:     Fax:

Email: 

Grades:

Number of students at our school: 

Number of teachers at our school: 

Number of Environment Club Members:

Photo / Drawing
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2. Description of your Area/Community 
Include a brief description of your school’s location and identify any obvious 

environmental issues affecting your school, students and/or community.  

Photo / Drawing

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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3. Previous Environmental Work

Are there any environmental programs or initiatives already in place?

Are there any discontinued environmental programs that the Environment 
Club has conducted in the past? Why were these programs discontinued?

If yes: 

What environmental issues has your club focused on? �

Why were these areas chosen? �

What work was done in these focus areas? �

Who was involved? (Staff, students, parents, community members, local  �
businesses/organisations, etc).

Describe any successes within the focus areas. �

What were the challenges to your work in these focus areas? �

What work still needs to be done in these focus areas? �
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4. Active Group Members

President: 

Other members 
(Students, community members, teachers, etc):

Students: 

Teachers: 

Community members and parents:

Other members:

How is the whole school being involved? Has whole school involvement in 

environmental issues increased since last year? What has influenced this?

List all the people involved in the management of your club, any committees 

in place, those in charge of coming up with projects and those who partici-

pate in the club’s initiatives. Attach extra pages if needs be. 

Photo / Drawing

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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5. Responding to the criteria sheet

What areas did your club score well in? �

What does this tell you? �

Where did your club score low? �

Which 3 (or more) of these will the club focus on this year, and why? �

Complete the criteria sheet (see appendix 1) �

Highlight the findings of your criteria sheet here by answering the ques- �

tions.
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6.  Record of Meetings  
Add columns to this table if you wish.  

You could also attach minutes of meetings (see template, appendix 2).

Date Who attended Issues discussed Any decisions

24 - 4 - 07 Mariyam
Ali
Ahmed
Aishath
Adam
Hussain
Hawwa

Lights are not 
turned off after 
class.

Will make post- �
ers and display 
them by every 
light switch.
Talk about it at  �
assembly.
Students will  �
approach peers 
and explain 
why conserv-
ing energy is 
important.

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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7. Action Plan

Choose three* main goals that the Club will focus on based around 

the Environment Club’s criteria sheet results:

(In the boxes below, write what the goal is and how the group is going to 

achieve it.  Remember to include a time span, the overall cost and who is in 

charge of each of the targets).  Think about how each goal could benefit and 

involve the community. How will you make sure the success is sustainable?

* More targets can be included if necessary. 

Goal 1: 

Goal 2: 

Goal 3: 
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8. Linking and Networking  
Linking and networking can play an important role in your environmental 

work. Linking with others allows us to learn, share and grow together.  Are 

there any local schools that you could form a partnership with? Are there 

local community groups that might share your interest in environmental is-

sues? Perhaps you could conduct activities together.

Describe any links you have with other schools (both local and national). �

Describe any links your Environment Club has with the local community. �

What are some groups that you could ask to become involved in the  �

Club’s initiatives?

Why do you think wider community involvement is important? �

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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9. Review and Reflection on the 
Environment Club Award process

This section is a key part of your portfolio. Reviewing and reflecting on  �

your Club’s work will allow you to make informed plans for next year 

based on your valuable experiences this year. Describe the findings 

of the criteria sheet and evaluate the club’s experience of the Award 

process.

This section should be completed with the club and in consultation with  �

the other teachers and students.

(Reflections and suggestions to strengthen our work next year).

Were the focus area goals set by the club achieved?

What were the club’s successes?

What were the difficulties that the club faced?

Was the criteria sheet relevant to your club? Why / why not?

Was the Award process a rewarding experience? How could it be improved?

Other:
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Whole school involvement:

Action and management projects:

Was the whole school and wider community involved in the Club’s initiatives? 

(include parents, teachers, other school staff and community members)

What were the rewarding aspects of involving these groups?

What were the challenges?

How can this be strengthened next year?

How have your action projects benefited the school?

How can you build on these projects next year?

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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Future Plans 

a) What will the group do to build on the Club’s existing work?

b) What are some new goals for next year?

c) How will the Club ensure that its actions are sustainable?
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Guidelines for assessing Eco-School 
portfolios 

CRITERIA SHEET PERFORMANCE:

WHOLE SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT:

Are most teachers and learners involved in the Club’s initiatives? Are commu-

nity members, parents and other partners involved? Do the Club’s activities 

involve and benefit the wider community?

ACTION PROJECTS AND WHOLE SCHOOL MANAGEMENT:

Has the Club’s initiatives contributed to sustainable management / develop-

ment of the school and / or community? Please give evidence. Has the school 

benefited from these initiatives?

How can this be strengthened next year?

REVIEW AND REFLECTION:

Has the club reflected on the various stages of their programme? Is reflection 

meaningful, and have they used the reflection pages in the portfolio to help 

guide this reflection? Is reflection linked to future plans? How can this be 

strengthened next year?

(To be completed by assessors)

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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Has the club had success in fostering environmentally sound behaviours 

within the life of the school (e.g. power saving, World Environment Day Cel-

ebrations, printing on both sides of paper, etc)? Please give evidence.

Further Comments & Recommendations (this should include ideas of how 

portfolio could be improved, what further work needs to be done if the club 

doesn’t receive the Award) – please use an extra page if necessary
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Scoring System

Section Maximum Points Points Scored

School Profile 5

Description of Area/
Community

5

Previous Environmen-
tal Work

20

Active Group Members 5

Criteria Sheet Perfor-
mance

45

Response to Criteria 
Sheet

20 

Records of Meetings 15

Action Plan 20

Linking and Network-
ing 

25

Review an Reflection 25

Future Plans 15

TOTAL: 200

Environm
ent Club Portfolio (draft)
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Club
Roughly, what percentage of the 
school’s students is actively in-
volved in the environment club?

Less 
than 
20%

21% 
to 
40%

41% 
to 
60%

More 
than 
60%

What percentage of the staff? Less 
than 
20%

21% 
to 
40%

41% 
to 
60%

More 
than 
60%

Do parents play an active role? never some-
times

often always

How many times does the club 
meet per month?

0 - 1 2 3 4 or 
more

How many of these meetings are 
conducted outdoors or on a field 
trip?

none few many all

Do the students initiate and run 
programs?

never some-
times

often always

Does the club have an annual 
plan of activities?

no yes

Is this plan followed? never some-
times

often always

Do the activities benefit the 
wider community/island?

never some-
times

often always

Does the wider community par-
ticipate in the activities?

never some-
times

often always

Is World Environment Day cel-
ebrated?

never some-
times

often always

Is it celebrated by the whole 
school?

never some-
times

often always

Does the club have access to 
up to date information on local 
environmental issues?

never some-
times

often always

Are leaflets/posters about envi-
ronmental issues and the club’s 
actions distributed to the local 
community?

never some-
times

often always

Are students/classes acknowl-
edged and rewarded for their en-
vironmental efforts by the club?

never some-
times

often always

Appendix 1 
Criteria Sheet �
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Waste 
Audit

Can litter be found in the school 
and its grounds?

never some-
times

often always

Is paper used on both sides? never some-
times

often always

Are photocopies double sided? never some-
times

often always

Are copy documents kept on disk 
rather than paper?

never some-
times

often always

Is scrap paper turned into useful 
notepads?

never some-
times

often always

Do intervals avoid throwaway 
materials?

never some-
times

often always

Are fabric or paper bags used 
instead of plastic bags?

never some-
times

often always

Do you do composting? (If there 
is limited space in the school 
grounds, you could compost in 
a public area such as a park or 
agricultural plot. This is a great 
opportunity to work with other 
schools/community groups)

never some-
times

often always

Are piles regularly added to, 
turned and used?

never some-
times

often always

Is recycled/used paper, etc used 
instead of cellophane for cover-
ing books?

never some-
times

often always

Are materials bought in large 
packs to avoid excessive packag-
ing?

never some-
times

often always

Are students economical with 
their books, stationary, etc dur-
ing meetings to avoid wastage?

never some-
times

often always

Do students keep and refill a 
single water bottle to save on 
plastic bottles?

never some-
times

often always

Is fresh food brought for intervals 
to minimize on packaging?

never some-
times

often always

A
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Energy 
Audits

Are lights and fans always turned 
off in empty rooms?

never some-
times

often always

Is sunlight used to light class-
rooms to save on electricity?

never some-
times

often always

Do club members encourage 
other students and teachers to 
save energy?

never some-
times

often always

Do club members save energy at 
home?

never some-
times

often always

Are energy-efficient lights fitted? never some-
times

often always

Are projectors, computers, etc 
switched off at the wall when not 
in use? 

never some-
times

often always

Water 
Audits

Do club members ensure that 
dripping taps are always turned 
off? 

never some-
times

often always

Are all leaks fixed quickly? never some-
times

often always

Is rain water collected? never some-
times

often always

Is this water used? never some-
times

often always

School 
Grounds

Are there shade trees and plants 
in the school grounds?

none few some many

Are there indigenous plants? none few some many

Are all plants watered and looked 
after?

none few some many

Do students have the opportu-
nity to grow food and then eat it?

never some-
times

often always

Are tree planting initiatives con-
ducted?

never some-
times

often regu-
larly

Are there environmental posters 
on walls and in classrooms?

none few some many

Is there an Environment notice 
board where all staff, students 
and parents can see it?

no yes
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Meeting date:  

Meeting Time:                   

Location:

Time allotted:    Agenda topic:  

Presenters: 

Discussion:

Conclusion: 

Actions:

Meeting called by

Type of meeting

Note taker

Time Keeper

Attendances

Appendix 2
Minutes template �
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Definition of a Portfolio: 

“A purposeful collection of work that exhibits the Club’s efforts, 

progress and achievements in one or more areas. The collection 

must include student participation in compiling this Portfolio.”

The overall purpose of a Portfolio is for a Club to be able to pres-

ent its achievements and support material in one comprehensive 

booklet. For this reason, a Portfolio is a great way of keeping a 

record of the Club’s achievements and projects, especially if photos 

and memorabilia are included.  A Portfolio should show the Club’s 

progress and efforts to improve over time. 

Guidelines: 

All sections of the Portfolio should be completed so that the  �

assessors can get a good overview of your Club. If there are sec-

tions that are not applicable to you, or that you can’t answer, 

please indicate that this is the case by writing this.

It is important that representatives of the whole Club contribute  �

to the portfolio (this includes staff, students, parents and com-

munity members). This is so everybody’s views and actions are 

represented in the Portfolio.

The Portfolio should include evidence of all the club’s pro- �

grams or initiatives (e.g. photos of Club members partaking in 

Club activities, essays written by students on environmental 

topics, a copy of any posters, brochures, etc that the Club has 

produced…) Extra pages can be included if necessary, but the 

whole Portfolio should not exceed 30 pages in total.

When answering questions in the Portfolio, be sure to include  �

information about who participated in the activity, when and 

where it took place, what exactly the project was, why this proj-

ect had been chosen, and what the outcomes were.

Appendix 3
Portfolio Guidelines and Helpful Hints �
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Background

A study undertaken by the Ministry of Environment, Energy and 

Water in 2006 indicates that many species of flowering plants 

which were abundant in Male’ during the early 1900s had rapidly 

declined since the 1960s. Among the species in decline include:

Champaapool (Artabotrys Uncinatus & A. Odoratissimum), 1. 

Gul Hazaaru Maa (Naricussus Poerticus), 2. 

Chaandhanee Maa (Ervatamia Coronaria), 3. 

Kaaminee Pool (Murraya Paniculata), 4. 

Javaahiru Maa (Lagestroemia Indica), 5. 

Maliku Bodumaa (Jasminum multiflorum), 6. 

Soasun Maa (Lonicera Japonica), 7. 

Kudhimaa (Jasminum Laurifolium), 8. 

Iramaa (Clerodendrum Fragrans), 9. 

Karankaa Maa (Hedychium Garnerianum), 10. 

Thandiraiy Maa (nyctancthes Arbor-Tristis), 11. 

Dhilbahaarumaa (--)12. 

Champaa Maa (Michelia champaca).13. 

The project aims to kick-start a city wide initiative to revive flow-

ering plants in Male’. Under the project, flowering plants will be 

procured and planted in the following places of Male’:

Mosques �

Schools �

Courtyards of government buildings �

Other public areas where proper maintenance is possible. �

The project will be implemented by the Ministry of Environment, 

Energy and Water in partnership with the following agencies:

The Scout Association of Maldives �

Appendix c
RETURN OF THE FLOWERS - March 2007 �

Project to revive flowering plants in Male’
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Male’ Municipality �

Schools in Male’ �

Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs �

Project activities

Identification of species for revival (MEEW)1. 

Procurement of plants (MEEW)2. 

Delivery of plants to Male’ Municipality Nursery and mainte-3. 

nance until they are planted. (Scout Association of Maldives and 

Male’ Municipality).

Identification of sites for planting (MEEW, Male’ Municipality, 4. 

Ministry of Education, Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs)

Tree planting (MEEW and Scout Association of Maldives)5. 

Maintenance of plants (Male’ Municipality, Ministry of Educa-6. 

tion, Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs)

Weekly monitoring and reporting on status of plants (Scout As-7. 

sociation of M
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About the Billion Tree Campaign  �

PLANT FOR THE PLANET: THE BILLION TREE CAMPAIGN
Commit to Action - Join the Billion Tree Campaign!

Under the Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign, people, com-

munities, organizations, business and industry, civil society and gov-

ernments are being encouraged to plant trees and enter their tree 

planting pledges on this web site. The objective is to plant at least 

one billion trees worldwide each year.

The idea for the Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign was 

inspired by Professor Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize laureate 

for 2004 and founder of Kenya’s Green Belt Movement, which has 

planted more than 30 million trees in 12 African countries since 

1977.  When a corporate group in the United States told Professor 

Maathai it was planning to plant a million trees, her response was: 

“That’s great, but what we really need is to plant a billion trees.” 

A worldwide effort Recognizing that there are many tree planting 

schemes around the world, UNEP proposes to federate these efforts 

in both rural and urban areas. People and entities – individuals, 

children and youth groups, schools, community groups, non-gov-

ernmental organizations, farmers, private sector organizations, local 

authorities and national governments – are encouraged to enter 

pledges on the online form. Each pledge can be anything from a 

single tree to several million trees. 

The responsibility will lie with the person/organization making the 

pledge via the campaign website to arrange for the tree planting.  All 

contributing participants will receive a certificate of involvement. 

They will be encouraged to follow up via the web site so UNEP can 

verify that the trees have survived, in partnership with certification 

mechanisms, such as the Forest Stewardship Council. The website 

will record the ongoing tally of pledges, and also publish photos 

and accounts from registered campaign members of what they have 

achieved.
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The campaign strongly encourages the planting of indigenous trees 

and trees that are appropriate to the local environment. Advice on 

tree planting (How to plant a tree) is available via the website, as 

well as information about reforestation and other tree-related issues, 

including links to appropriate partner organizations best equipped 

to give locally tailored advice, such as the World Agroforestry Centre 

(ICRAF). Because ideal planting conditions vary in different regions, 

the campaign will operate each year. 
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A guideline for setting up and running a school 
Environment Club for the Sustainability of the 

Environment, Economy and Society 


