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M A L D I V E S C E L E B R A T E S
W O R L D E N V I R O N M E N T D A Y 2 0 0 8

The official meeting to commemorate this years’ World 

Environment Day in Maldives was held on Baa Atoll 

Eydhafushi on 5 June 2008. His Excellency President 

Maumoon Abdul Gayoom was the guest of honour at this 

meeting. The annual President’s Green Leaf Award for 

outstanding services to the environment was awarded 

during this event. This year, the Green Leaf was awarded 

to Mr. Sonu Shivdasani and Mrs. Eva Shivdasani, 

Ghiyasuddin School, Raa Ungoofaaru School, Centre for 

Higher Secondary Education, The Scout Association of 

Maldives, Villa Foundation, the “Renewable Energy 

Pilot Project” of the Maldives Gas Pvt. Ltd and State 

Trading Organization Plc. Ltd., and Maldives Industrial 

Fisheries Company. A special plaque was also presented 

to the community of Haa Dhaalu Nolhivaranfaru island, 

for requesting the government to enable the community 

to use the island’s natural harbor instead of dredging a 

new one, to prevent damage to the surrounding coral reef.

During this ceremony, on behalf of the people of Baa 

Atoll, the Atoll Chief Mr. Mohamed Mahir presented an 

award to His Excellency President Maumoon Abdul 

Gayoom for his dedication and services to the 

environment of Maldives.

His Excellency President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom 

addressed the nation on the occasion of World 

Environment Day during this ceremony. In addition, the 

Minister of Environment, Energy and Water Mr. Ahmed 

Abdulla also delivered his address during the event.

Prizes and certificates for the winners of the poster 

drawing, essay writing and craft from reused material 

competitions held for the schools of Baa Atoll were 

awarded during this event by Mr. Ahmed Abdulla, the 

Minister of Environment, Energy and Water.

Aishath Aileen Niyaz, MEEW

The event was attended by cabinet ministers, state 

dignitaries, members of the National Commission for 

Protection of the Environment, and representatives 

from international organizations in the Maldives.

Other activities carried out on the occasion of World 

Environment Day was;

1.    Tree planting programme in Baa Eydhafushi

A tree planting programme was held on 5 June 2008 in 

Baa Eydhafushi. The Minister of Environment, Energy 

and Water Mr. Ahmed Abdulla was the chief guest at 

this event.

3.       Poster drawing competition

A poster drawing competition was held for the schools 

of Baa Atoll for the theme, “Kick the Habit”. Trophies, 

certificates and gift vouchers worth 1000Rf, 800Rf and 

500Rf were awarded to the first, second and third place 

winners of this competition respectively.

4.       Essay writing drawing competition

An essay writing competition was held for the schools 

of Baa Atoll for the them, “Kick the Habit”. Trophies, 

certificates and gift vouchers worth 1000Rf, 800Rf and 

500Rf were awarded to the first, second and third place 

winners of this competition respectively.

2    10
BIODIVERSITY TARGET

“…to achieve by 
2010 a 

significant 
reduction of the 
current rate of 
biodiversity 

loss…”

N E W S I N P I C S ( P l a n e t A r k )
Algae is cleared away along the coastline of Qingdao, 
Shandong province.

China's Olympic co-host city Qingdao has appealed for help 
from nearby ports to contain an algae bloom that has coated 
large swathes of offshore waters in green muck. 

A bird flies near a factory emitting smoke at Keihin 
industrial zone in Yokohama, south of Tokyo, ahead of 
the G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit which begins on 
Monday.

Prospects that the G8 would reach a meaningful 
agreement to how best to fight global warming at their 
annual summit dimmed on Sunday as leaders began 
arriving in northern Japan with a raft of global 
problems on their minds.

A storage site of waste materials is seen near a wind power 
generator in Tokyo on the first day of the G8 Hokkaido 
Toyako Summit. 
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Every drop counts: Save Water Switch off and save electricity!
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M A Y I N B R I E F : @ E R C
Meeting to proclaim the conclusions of the 

National Micro-nutrient Survey 2007

A meeting organized by the Ministry of Health, was 
ndheld on 22  June 2008, at STELCO auditorium. The 

aim of the meeting was to proclaim the conclusions 

of the National Micro-nutrient Survey carried out 

during 2007. Participants from related sectors 

participated in the meeting and discussed about the 

findings of the survey including what needs to be 

done in the future. Aminath Ali (Research Officer - 

Trainee) participated on behalf of ERC.

www.bluepeacemaldives.org

Whale Shark encounter Policy in the Maldives

th
A workshop was held during 16  June 2008 under the 

Maldives Whale Shark Research Programme. 

Different governmental bodies and private offices 

participated in this workshop. Abdullah 

Nahid,Assesment officer(t) and Mahid Abdull 

Rahmaan, G.I.S Officer (t)  participated on behalf of 

ERC. In this workshop whale shark policy of 

Australia and Seychelles was discussed and drafted a 

similar policy for the Maldives as well. The Policy 

was presented to the Ministry of Tourism for further 

review.

Maldives participates in the Third Meeting of the 
Regional Steering Committee of MFF

The third regional steering committee meeting of the 
Mangroves for the Future (MFF) Initiative was held 
from 9-10 June 2008 at Evasion Resort and Spa Hua 
Hin, Pran Buri, Thailand to discuss the progress 
made by each MFF focal country in regards to 
National Coordination Body (NCB) for MFF and 
National Strategy and Action Plan (NSAP) for MFF.

The Chair of the Maldives NCB, Mr. Mohamed 
Zuhair, Director General of the Ministry of 
Environment, Energy and Water gave a statement on 
the current status and work of the MFF in the country 
including NCB work and a brief summary of the 
current progress with regard to NSAP. Mr. Zuhair 
also highlighted the constraints faced by Maldives 
due lack of technical and human resources while 
undertaking a number of MFF activities. 

Deputy Minister of Environment, Energy and 

Water participates in the High Level Segment  of 

the COP-9, CBD

Deputy Minister of Environment Energy and 
Water Abdullahi Majeed has underscored the 
vulnerability of island biodiversity to climate 
change impacts at the ninth meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) held in Bonn, 
Germany from 28-30 May 2008. The Deputy 
Minister noted that Maldives as a party to CBD 
is unwaveringly committed to its objectives 
and have prioritized biodiversity conservation 
as one of the top most agendas at the National 
level.

F I N S O U P T H R E A T E N S S U R V I V A L O F 
O C E A N S H A R K S : S T U D Y

Overfishing partly caused by booming demand for shark fin soup, a 
delicacy in some Asian countries, is threatening the existence of 11 kinds 
of ocean sharks, an international study showed on Thursday.

The fish, often seen as ferocious sea predators, suffer from largely 
unregulated fishing for their valuable fins, said the report into 21 species of 
sharks and rays living in the open oceans.

The experts who wrote the study, organized by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature, also urged governments to quickly impose catch 
limits.

"The traditional view of oceanic sharks and rays as fast and powerful too 
often leads to a misperception that they are resilient to fishing pressure," 
Sonja Fordham, report co-author and deputy head of the IUCN's shark 
specialist group, said.

Environment News Network

Continued on page 3...

B L O O D S U C K E R S C O M M O N I N M A L D I V E S

Bloodsuckers are agamid lizards widely 
distributed in the Maldives and in tropical Asian 
gardens. Bloodsuckers get their incorrect name 
from the tendency of males in breeding season 
developing blood red throats. They don't really 
suck anyone's blood but may change colour to 
reflect their moods. These bloodsuckers like the 
distantly related chameleons are actually shy and 
harmless. They mainly swallow insects and small 
vertebrates not tearing it up. Bloodsuckers are 
capable of seeing in two places at once by 
independent rotation of the eyes. These 
bloodsuckers are also known as crested tree 
lizards as both males and females have crest from 
neck to tail. Like chameleons, bloodsuckers shed 
their skin and unlike other lizards do not drop 
their tails.

Breeding: During the breeding season, males become quite territorial and 
chase other males intruding into the territory by developing their blood red 
heads. Male bloodsucker tries to attract a female handsomely brightening 
their head with red colours. They normally dig and barrow holes in moist 
soil and small, white, awl-shaped 10-20 are laid. Eggs are hatched in about 
6-7 weeks and start breeding at about year old. Role in the habitat: 
Bloodsuckers control insects, their main prey. In turn, they are food for 
predators in the food chain.

Status and threats: Bloodsucker common and found throughout the 
archipelago in different habitats including wetland to city habitat. They 
seem to adapt quite well to humans and thus not threaten or endangered in 
the Maldives.

Bloodsucker trying to camouflageBloodsucker in normal color

Scientific Name: Calotes versicolor

Local Name: Bondu (Male is referred as  Rakis Bondu)



Reduce, Re-use, Recycle Save the reef, Save our islands
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continuation of fin soup...

Thresher sharks, silky sharks and the shortfin mako are all under threat, said the report, presented at a May 19-30 U.N. 
biodiversity conference in the city of Bonn.

The sharks, all "pelagic" or living in the open ocean, include large species such as the whale shark and great white shark. 
Although relatively few compared to coastal and deep sea sharks, a greater number of pelagic species is under threat.

"The increase in demand for shark fin soup in countries like China is a major driver of the problem," Fordham told 
Reuters, noting that growing affluence in China, where the soup is served as a treat at celebrations, is behind its 
increasing popularity.

Fishers from all over the world catch and trade sharks for their lucrative fins, often discarding their carcasses, said 
Fordham, noting Indonesia and Spain are among the top culprits.

Seven ocean pelagic shark species will be added to the IUCN 2008 "Red List" of endangered species, bringing the total 
to 21.

Sharks and rays are especially vulnerable as they take many years to reach sexual maturity and have few offspring.

Research shows the disappearance of shark species could lead to the demise of other species by upsetting the natural 
balance in the world's oceans.

Governments should set up catch limits for sharks and rays and ensure an end to shark finning, said the report. It also 
recommended a better monitoring of fisheries, more investment in research and closer international cooperation.

"Humans are making increasing use of ocean resources so many more aquatic species, particularly sharks, are coming 
under threat," said Nicholas Dulvy, lead author of the study published in "Aquatic Conservation: Marine and Freshwater 
Ecosystems."

"But it doesn't have to be like this. With sufficient public support and political will, we can turn the tide."

Mohamed Shumais, ERC

M O U N T A I N E C O - T O U R I S M I N N E P A L

Mountain areas cover 26 

percent of the Earth's land 

surface and host 12 percent of 

its people. They provide 

significant resources for both 

mounta in  and  lowland 

communities, including fresh 

water for at least half of 

humanity, critical reserves of 

biodiversity, food, forests and 

minerals. 

In developing countries such 

as Nepal where mountains 

constitute 80 percent of its 

land, mountain ecotourism is 

an  obvious  means  for  

a c h i e v i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  

development particularly 

where  o ther  economic  

resources necessary for 

development are limited. Hector Ceballos Lascurain 

who introduced the term “ecotourism” defined that as 

“travelling to relatively undisturbed or uncontaminated 

natural areas with the specific objective of studying, 

admiring and enjoying the scenery and its wild plants and 

animals, as well as any existing cultural manifestation 

found in these areas”.

In remote mountainous areas in Nepal, the income 
generated by ecotourism may be the only way natural 
and cultural diversity can be protected, and a way of life 
sustained. However exposure to unmanaged tourism can 
leave mountains vulnerable to severe environmental 
consequences and disruption of local culture and 
traditions. In the Everest and Annapurna regions, during 
peak tourist seasons local people are outnumbered by 
visitors. The human pressure – both from tourists and 
from seasonal migrants from neighboring villages 
looking for jobs has increased fuel wood consumption in 
erstwhile small villages, contributing to increased loss of 
tree and shrub cover in adjacent forests. 

Another issue that has received much attention in the 
Himalayas is the accumulation of garbage left behind by 
trekkers and mountaineers. Efforts are underway to 
reverse the trend in putting up boards that says “dispose 
your waste responsibly”. Similarly positive changes for 
the livelihood and the environment of the mountain 
dwellers are slowly taking place. The initiations will gain 
momentum given the right institutional and political 
setting in the country and support from the international 
community. For example, tourism has resulted in a 
change in local people's attitudes towards nature and 
wildlife conservation. 

The Annapurna Conservation Area Project has 
successfully demonstrated that conservation is possible 
if programmes are developed that suit local needs and 
conditions. In the village of Ghandruk, a pilot project in 
integrating conservation and development resulted in the 
establishment of a school, a better drinking water system 
and a women's cooperative shop. The villagers are now 
more aware of the importance of conservation and now 
much of Ghandruk's barren land has been planted with 
trees.

Studies indicate that programmes based on revenue 
generated by or through ecotourism have positive 
impacts on local people in terms not only of employment 
opportunities but in engendering positive feelings 
towards environmentally protected areas and 
conservation as well.

‘’...Hector Ceballos Lascurain who introduced the 

term “ecotourism” defined that as “travelling to 

relatively undisturbed or uncontaminated natural 

areas with the specific objective of studying, admiring 

and enjoying the scenery and its wild plants and 

animals, as well as any existing cultural 

manifestation found in these areas”.
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A M A Z O N T R I B E P R O T E C T I N G C R U C I A L R A I N F O R E S T

wardens of the forest. Ruth Buendia is the Ashaninka 

president of the region. She has recently received news 

that the Peruvian government is thinking of privatising 

parts of the forest. She has called on the British public for 

help. "What we want is that the people in your country 

don't buy illegal wood. This is our forest - the lungs of the 

earth. “Leave us in peace to look after it."

The Ashaninka say the alliance with the charity has 

brought temporary relief, and with growing international 

efforts to halt deforestation they are now protecting the 

forest not just for themselves but for the rest of the world.

Now the influx of companies lining up to plunder the 

rainforest of resources represents a new danger - in 

particular illegal loggers. For the last few days Sky News 

has been in Tinkereni - a village of 200 Ashaninka in the 

heart of the Amazon.

The live simply, hunting and fishing with bows and 

spears and gathering fruit and nuts from the trees... at one 

with nature. But although they have legal rights to the 

land - this serene existence is in jeopardy. Cesar 

Bustamente is one of the tribal leaders in the village. 

Earlier this year he experienced an agressive approach 

from an illegal logging company offering cash to chop 

down the tribe's trees. He told us: "What we want is for 

our children to live as we have done here in the forest - we 

don't want to leave our land. We want to conserve it like 

our ancestors for future generations." The tribe decided 

to contact anthropologist Dilwyn Jenkins. He in turn 

called the British charity Cool Earth.

"We have set up a way for the community to receive an 

income for not chopping down their trees," he told us. 

"It's taken a big burden off their minds - it's been a big 

relief."

Cool Earth is now protecting 50,000 acres of Peruvian 

rainforest. The idea is that people back home can pay to 

sponsor an acre of land so in turn the Ashaninka can act as

They have lived in a Peruvian rainforest for 5,000 

years and over the last century, from rubber 

tappers to terrorists, the Ashaninka tribe has faced 

a barrage of threats.



Keep our environment clean! Save a tree, Save a life
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E N V I R O N M E N T A R O U N D T H E 

G L O B E
EU Fisheries Chief Stands 

Firm on Bluefin Tuna Ban

The European Union fisheries chief 

refused to yield to French pressure on 

Tuesday to scrap a ban on trawling 

for bluefin tuna in the eastern 

Atlantic and Mediterranean, saying 

this year's quota is exhausted.

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstor

y.cfm/newsid/48966/story.htm

B I R D W A T C H
CATTLE EGRET

(Iruvaihudhu) 

This bird has been declared protected in the
Maldives since 23 May 2003.

Aminath Ali, ERC

Photo by: Jagas

Cattle egret is locally known as 'Iruvahudhu' is a 

species of heron family,  one of the mostly common 

birds found in the Maldives. Among land birds, cattle 

egret is a migrant bird to the Maldives from nearby 

countries during the north east monsoon.

Both sexes are alike in these species with an overall 

white body. They have long buff reddish feathers on 

crown, chest and back. Legs are yellow green in color 

and have dark yellow colored eyes. It walks in a 

swaying manner, much like a goose.

Cattle egrets live in colonies with other herons on the 

islands, in isolated woods and swamps. They are also 

found foraging in many habitats, terrestrial and 

aquatic,such as ponds, roadsides, farmland, and 

lawns. They mainly feed on Grasshoppers, crickets, 

spiders, flies, frogs, and moths. 

During mating season adult birds start to display their 

buff plumes upon their head, breast and back. The 

male birds collect materials for a nest; female birds 

then create the nest. Female birds lay about 2 - 6 eggs 

at a time. The eggs are incubated for about 18-30 

days. The nest is a platform of sticks in trees or 

shrubs.

Continuation of Biodiversity Day 2008...

Photo: ERC

fun facts

In the past, these birds are abundant and Some Maldivians used to keep egrets in their home as a pet. But now the 
ndpopulations of the egrets are falling throughout the country and have been protected in the Maldives since 22  May 

2003

Key Facts About the 

Disappearing Aral Sea

The Aral Sea, once the world's fourth 

largest lake, has shrunk by 70 percent 

i n  r ecen t  decades  in  wha t  

environmentalists describe as one of 

the worst man-made ecological 

disasters.

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstor

y.cfm/newsid/48969/story.htm

McCain Defends Position 

Switch on Offshore Oil

Republican presidential candidate 

John McCain is defending his 

decision to switch position in favor 

of US offshore oil drilling as he seeks 

votes in environmentally conscious 

California.

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstor

y.cfm/newsid/48989/story.htm

Florida to sign massive sugar, 
Everglades deal

One of the biggest conservation 

deals in U.S. history, the nation's 

largest producer of cane sugar 

reached a tentative agreement 

Tuesday to get out of the business 

and sell its nearly 300 square miles in 

the Everglades to the state of Florida 

for $1.75 billion.

www.msnbc.msn.com/id/25352380

Kiribati Looks for Climate 

Help From Australia 

With climate change threatening his 

tiny Pacific nation, Kiribati 

President Anote Tong on Friday 

asked Australia for help in the battle 

against rising seas that threaten to 

erase his atoll home.

http://www.planetark.com/dailynewsstor

y.cfm/newsid/48914/story.htm

5.       Craft from reused material competition

A competition was held for the schools of Baa Atoll to make craft out of reused 

materials. Trophies, certificates and gift vouchers worth 1000Rf, 800Rf and 500Rf 

were awarded to the first, second and third place winners of this competition 

respectively.

6.       Concert to raise awareness on environmental issues

A concert was held in Baa Eydhafushi on 5 and 6 June 2008, to raise awareness on 

environmental issues. Local movie stars performed at this event, and a quiz 

competition on environment was held via SMS during the event.

7.       Sail boat racing

A sail boat racing competition was held in Baa Atoll on 6 June 2008. The first place 

winners were awarded 7000Rf in cash. All participants of this competition were 

awarded certificates and 1000 Rf in cash. The prizes were sponsored by Soneva 

Fushi and Spa resort.

8.       Seminar for students

A seminar for students of Baa Atoll schools was held on 6 June 2008 in Baa 

Eydhafushi. Students representing all islands in the atoll participated in this 

seminar, and shared their knowledge and experiences on local environmental 

issues in their communities.

9.       Football match and tug-of-war

A friendly football match and tug-of-war match was held between the guests and 

hosts of the WED celebrations in Baa Eydhafushi on 6 June 2008.

10.     Children’s evening

A children’s evening was held on 6 June 2008 in Baa Eydhafushi. The event was 

organized to raise awareness on environmental issues among young children.

J A P A N H O L D S W H A L E A C T I V I S T 
W I T H O U T C H A R G E

Japanese police have arrested two 
Greenpeace activists for exposing a whale 
meat scandal involving the government-
sponsored whaling programme. The two 
activists, Junichi Sato, 31, and Toru Suzuki, 
41, are being investigated for allegedly 
stealing a box of whale meat which they 
presented as evidence. The box of the most 
expensive cuts of whale meat had been 
illicitly removed by crew of the Nisshin 
Maru, the whaling factory ship, following 
this year's Southern Ocean whale hunt. Its 
contents were marked "cardboard" and it 
was shipped to a private address. Tracked 
by our investigators, it was intercepted and 
turned over to the Public Prosecutor in 
Tokyo, as evidence of wide-scale

Greenpeace

C A R R I B E A N M O N K S E A L 
G O N E E X T I N C T F R O M H U M A N C A U S E S  
NOAA

After a five year review, NOAA's Fisheries Service has 
determined that the Caribbean monk seal, which has not 
been seen for more than 50 years, has gone extinct — the 
first type of seal to go extinct from human causes. Monk 
seals became easy targets for hunters while resting, 
birthing, or nursing their pups on the beach. 
Overhunting by humans led to these seals' demise, 
according to NOAA biologists. 

Picture:Greenpeace Japan whale campaign coordinator Junichi Sato, with the 
whale meat that was stolen from Japanese taxpayers, and which he provided as 
evidence to the government -- only to be arrested.

corruption at the heart of the whaling operation in the Southern Ocean Whale 
Sanctuary. 


	june_Final
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


