
Happy New Year and wel-
come to 2007. 
 
With quite wet and windy 
weather of 2006 behind us we 
venture onto a new year that has 
began with bright sunny days and 
not so humid temperatures. 
 
2007 is also going to see the end 
of the NAPA and TNA Project 
of ICCS. 
 
The final prints of NAPA Pro-
jects Profile have been submitted 
and now its only the final NAPA 
report that is to be finalized. 
 
TNA project has couple of more 
activities to be carried out be-
fore it can be concluded. 
 

Happy New Year To All the Readers 
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(01st to 13th Nov) 

• During this period winds 
are at  an average of  
09miles per hour and usually 
from the westerly direction  

•Average rainfall for during 
Nora is 94.2 mm 

(Source: 

Department of Meteorology–                           
Nakaiy thakaai Moosum) 

 

 

The basic Three activities 
include: 
• To undertake two in-depth 

reports for two priority 
sectors. 

• Characterize opportunities 
and barriers for carrying out 
TNA 

• Find out linkages with other 
Sustainable Development 
programs and TNA 

 
2007 will be an year where a lot 
of awareness on climate change 
and its effects programs via me-
dia will be carried out  

 
Inter Governmental panel on 
Climate Change [IPCC] re-
leases its report 2007. 
Here’s a key summary: 
• likely that human activities are 
causing global warming 
• Probable temperature rise by 
the end of the century will be be-
tween 1.8C and 4C (3.2-7.2F) 
• Possible temperature rise by 
the end of the century ranges be-
tween 1.1C and 6.4C (2-11.5F) 
• Sea levels are likely to rise by 
28-43cm 
 

 
• Arctic summer sea ice is likely 
to disappear in second half of cen-
tury 
• It is very likely that parts of 
the world will see an increase in 
the number of heat waves 
• Climate change is likely to 
lead to increased intensity of tropi-
cal storms 

“Human activities cause Global Warming” IPCC  2007 

“Anticipated 
impacts of 
climate 
change are 
likely to have 
far-reaching 
implications 
for the live-
stock indus-
tries of poor 
nations “ - 
Prof.Calestous 
Juma 

Dr Rajendra Pachauri, 
IPCC chairman 

Bright New Year 2007 
Greets with greater Issues 
of Climate Change to be 
tackled 
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P A G E  2  

“Lewis Gordon 

Pugh Is in Maldives. 

He is going to swim 

across Maldives” 

Leather Back Tur-
tles– Used to be a 
common Species in 
Maldives 

Swimming to Create Awareness on Climate Change 

Leather Back Turtles-Becoming Extinct 
Leather back turtles used 
to be found commonly along 
the shores of varying islands 
through out Maldives. 

Due to human consumption 
and other environmental 
factors , the future of 
Leather backs are dim 
through out the world. 

New scientific research 
shows that human consump-
tion is just one factor affect-
ing the decrease in the 
Leather Back populations . 

 

Turtle eggs are extremely 
sensitive to heat and move-
ment. If the ambient tem-
perature sits above 30 de-
grees the offspring are al-
most guaranteed to be fe-
male, but if it is below 28 
degrees it will almost cer-
tainly be male.  

Hence changes in the global 
climate or temperature affect 
their population and repro-
duction drastically. 

Human activity is being held 
responsible for many extinct 
species of marine life. Fish 
nets  and fishing lines and 
hooks cause collateral dam-
age by killing unfortunate 
turtles and other marine 
animals that get tangled or 
consume it. 

These kinds of animal extinc-
tion affect the natural bal-
ance of the eco system and 
hence disrupt the circle of 
life. 

bears, melting sea ice and 
retreating glaciers and I 
wanted to show the full 
breadth of climate change 
(with this swim)." 
 
He highlighted the recent 
prediction by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate 
Change that the sea level 
would probably rise by 59 
centimetres per century over 
the next 200 years. 
 
It would take less than 100 
years for much of the Mal-
dives to become uninhabit-
able, he said. 
 
"This will have a devastating 
effect on the Maldives and its 
people. While they have 
done virtually nothing to 
contribute to the causes of 
climate change, their future 
now lies in our hands. 
 
"Unless we all cut our car-
bon emissions today, the 
Maldives and many other low 
lying areas have no future." 
 

He plans to swim 10 kilome-
tres in the morning, avoid 
the midday sun and complete 
another six kilometres in the 
evening. 
 
Hassan Sobir, the Maldives' 
High Commissioner to Brit-
ain, gave his full backing to 
Pugh's attempt. 
 
"So far there are no signs of 
the sea levels rising but we 
have noticed quite a lot of 
erosion on many of the is-
lands suggesting climate 
change is really happening," 
he said. 
 
Born in Britain and raised in 
South Africa, Pugh, who lives 
in London, swam the length 
of England's River Thames 
last August to raise aware-
ness of the dangers of global 
warming. 
 

Long-distance swimmer-cum-
environmentalist pledged to 
swim the breadth of the Mal-
dives to highlight how low-
lying islands could disappear 
if the sea level rises due to 
climate change. 
The 36-year-old maritime 
lawyer said he would tackle 
the 160-kilometre (99-mile) 
challenge over 10 days, start-
ing his bid to become the 
first to swim across the is-
land chain on Saturday. 
 
The highest point in the Re-
public of Maldives, about 700 
kilometres southwest of Sri 
Lanka, is just 2.3 metres and 
around 80 percent of the 
islands' land is no more than 
one metre above sea level. 
 
"Unless we are able to cut 
our carbon emissions dra-
matically we are going to 
have environmental refu-
gees," Pugh said at the Mal-
divian High Commission in 
London. 
 
"We hear a lot about polar 

Lewis Gordon Pugh In Mal-
divesHAnding Autographs 

to Staff of Environment 
Ministry 

N A K A I Y       



 Reef Blowing damages Houses on Two Islands 
“National Council for Envi-
ronment has called for ex-
tra care in reef blasting”, a 
press release issued by En-
vironment Ministry has 
said. [03/02/07] 

The Council made this appeal in 
its meeting held last Thursday at 
the Ministry of Environment, 
Energy and Water, where one 
of the items on the agenda was 
the damage sustained by houses 
in Vandhoo and Hirilandhoo 
islands of Thaa Atoll, following 
reef blasting near Vandhoo Is-
land.  
During the Council meeting, 
Environment Minister Ahmed 
Abdullah informed members 
that harbor construction is an 
urgent need of island communi-
ties and that it is a major prior-
ity of the government to pro-
vide this service speedily. Envi-
ronment Ministry works closely 

with Construction Ministry to 
facilitate timely implementation 
of harbor projects, he said.  

Thus Environment Ministry has 
given Construction Ministry a 
limited general permission to 
blast reefs, when absolutely 
necessary and while maintaining 
specified safety standards.  

The two ministries are jointly 
assessing damages caused in 
Vandhoo and Hirilandhoo. Ear-
lier, Construction Ministry has 
announced that it will pay com-
pensation for the damages. Dur-
ing the Council meeting Deputy 
Minister of Construction (and 
Council member) Mohamed 
Ibrahim briefed the council on 
the matter. He said that Con-
struction ministry takes all cau-
tionary measures and follows all 
environment rules and regula-
tions during reef blasting.  

However, in this particular case 
there was a lapse, he said, and 
expressed regret for what hap-
pened. He also assured the 
Council that action will be 
taken against the responsible 
persons and that measures 
would be taken to ensure that 
such incidents do not repeat in 
the future.  

NUFF is a  Movie Festival 
for Youth held in Norway 
yearly. 

Supporting young movie and 
film makers to create original 
movies on controversial issues, 
NUFF grants opportunities that 
other wise are not open for all. 

With the topic of Climate 
Change chosen for 2007 NUFF 
hope to have greater interna-
tional participation. 

Climate Change is the topic for 
Maldives to participate in for. 
Hence the Ministry of Informa-

tion and Arts in conjunction 
with the National Centre for 
Arts, has opened the opportu-
nity for the young people to 
participate with their own 15 
minute films on the topic. The 
interested participants on show 
of interest will be given a weeks 
training on Climate Change 
topics and Film Making tips. 

The deadline is First week of 
April 2007. 

This is a grand opportunity to 
create awareness amongst the 
young people of Maldives on 
topics related to environment 
and Climate Change. With 

scope to venture into different 
topics such as land erosion, sea 
level rise and waste disposal, 
any selected topic will give a 
different view of the situation of 
the environment in the Maldives 
in relation to Climate Change. 

 http://www.nuffglobal.net/News/
news_061206.php 

 

 

NUFF global film competition : climate change 2007 

Fragile Coral Reefs-
Protection of the Islands 
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