
The climate of the world has 
little time on its hands. The 
outcomes are yet to be as-
sessed.  

What happened in Bali? 

The United Nations hosted a 
climate change conference on 
the Indonesian island of Bali 
from December 3-14 2007. 
The conference was presided 
over by Indonesian environ-
ment minister, Rachmat Wito-
elar, with support from the 
UN's climate change secre-
tariat.  

Delegates from over 180 na-
tions, together with observers 
from intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organisa-
tions, met to negotiate a new 

pact to succeed the Kyoto 
protocol, which expires in 
2012.    

Such talks amongst officials of 
the most developed nations 
have so far achieved little. 
People are doubtful and look-
ing at this conference as an-
other conference of words 
and empty handshakes. 

Maldives delegation called on 
for more attention towards 
smaller island nations who are 
suffering the effects of the 
actions of globalised devel-
oped countries of the world. 

Bali Conference on Climate Change 
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(01st to 13th Nov) 

• During this period winds 
are at  an average of  
09miles per hour and usually 
from the westerly direction  

•Average rainfall for during 
Nora is 94.2 mm 

(Source: 

Department of Meteorology–                           
Nakaiy thakaai Moosum) 
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NAPA & TNA at the Final Stages 
The National Adaptation 
plan of Action; which is one 
of the reports to be published 
under the Integrated Climate 
Change project is now at its 
final stages of being published. 
After community and stake 
holder consultations and  the 
Climate Change Technical 
Team  it is now finalized and 
ready. The Adaptation Plan 
includes different areas of vul-
nerabilities that have been iden-
tified and the different projects 
that can be carried out to re-

duce climate change and its 
adverse impacts in the Mal-
dives at a national level. 
The different projects identi-
fied can be taken up by dif-
ferent government agencies 
and funding can easily be 
sought via the Global Envi-
ronment Fund and other 
international funding agen-
cies.  
The Technological Needs 
Assessment report is also 
almost final. This report iden-
tifies the different technolo-

Maldivian free diver 
[environmental am-
bassador] Moham-
med Hamza per-
forming at the Abu 
Dhabi AIDA free 
diving competition 
November 2007. he 
cmae out 7th and a 
local record . Exclu-
sive interview on 
next issue. 

gies that are needed to adapt 
and fight the adverse effects 
caused by changes in the 
climate. 
Both reports hopefully will 
be published and printed by 
4th quarter 2008. 

Environmentalists around the 
world spoke out to the world 
leaders to do more for the envi-
ronment via the Bali conference 



 Maldivian Musician at the Bali conference 
Maldivian musician Ab-
dulla Rasheed {Absy] 
Performed an original Mal-
divian song in English to the 
delegates at the Bali confer-
ence. 
 
“This was a highlight in my life 
as a musician and I am repre-
senting not just myself but the 
nation of Maldives, this is a great 
honor” Absy. 
 
Absy made this landmark ap-
pearance with not just a song 
but a cry of help that reached 
out to the most powerful na-
tions in the world.  
 
A cry of help to save the Small 
Island nations and not just 
Maldives from the perils of 
changes in climate. 

 
 
What Do We Do Now?? 
-by Absy- 
“,,,Ounce lush flora flourished 
here 
Palms frond swayed in the air 
By the gentle breeze 
So keen to please 
Surrounded by a living reef 
Pearl white precious sandy 
beaches 
This calm peaceful atmosphere 
As days rolled by I stood alone 
Tears seeping down my cheeks 
As I think of tomorrows plight 
My children my world 
We're surely doomed faced with 
perils 
We can never flight 
What do we do now?  
Don't let us be the ones to 
suffer 

What do we do now? 
Don’t let us be the one to 
die 
What do we do now? 
Don’t’ let us be the ones to 
pay it all…” 
Extract from his song. 
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Un-Explained Fish Death  
Beginning from  October 
2007 fishermen and sea 
farers noticed floating dead 
fish. 
Dead fish started washing 
ashore and floating in deeper 
oceans as well. It was noted 
that the most commonly 
found fish was the “Noo 
Rondu” or Odonus Nigger 
[Triggerfish], but other spe-
cies also were later found. 
It was at first thought to be a 
“red tide”. Which is an unex-
pectedly large amount of algal 
bloom which in turn can pro-

duce chemicals that are haz-
ardous to the health of some 
types of fish and wild life. It 
also deprives other organisms 
from attaining oxygen as they 
will use it up at far greater 
amounts than normal.  
The Environment Research 
Center concluded after its 
own studies that the cause 
was a bacterial related death. 
The Atoll Echo System project 
and the ministry of Fisheries 
sent samples abroad and con-
cluded that its was a bacteria 

Absy, local musician sang 
about beautiful islands in 
peril at Bali 

called Streptoccocus that was 
responsible for the deaths. 
 
Some fisherman claim this is 
normal for this time of year. 
That dead fish are almost a 

Trigger Fish, Stone fish and more 
species are being washed ashore 
many regions in the Maldives  
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“local plastic bag 

manufacturing 

plant in 

Thilafushi.” 

The young genera-
tion needs awareness 
and sense of owner-
ship  

Plastic Bags and Maldives 

Shaping the Future 
Find me a youngster who un-
derstands the value of our 
ecosystem and I will show you 
20 who doesn’t. This is the 
status of awareness in our 
current society. Though we 
say that people are more 
aware about protecting our 
environment now, than it was 
5 or 10 years back, the sad 
truth is that its not enough. 

This cannot be solved by nip-
ping at the buds but rather 
digging deep and tackling the 
roots. Our education system 
needs to be remodeled in a 
way that it stimulates and kick-
starts the train of thoughts in 

the young minds.  

Through all levels of schooling 
they are taught about the 
value and importance of the 
environment. But they need to 
see to believe. Take them 
swimming with the fishes. 
Show the rainbow coloured 
reefs. Let them get their hands 
dirty a bit by allowing them to 
plant some trees or pick up 
garbage from the beach. Then 
they would realize on the sig-
nificance of the environment. 
They would feel some kind of 
ownership. 

You might say what about the 
adults!  

Fifty five percent of our popu-
lation is the youth and chil-
dren. If they are respecting the 
environment and the rest 
would feel compelled.  

An empowered and envisioned 
youth could surely influence 
his or her parents and other 
people. If not so at least shame 
them into doing the right 
thing. 

By: Azim Musthag 
[www.saltwaterpeople.blogspot.co
m] 

[according to the ministry]. 
The company responsible 
had previously advertised 
that their plant can produce 
about a million bags a day. 

Three kinds of plastics are 
being routinely used. The 
shredded Low Density 
Polyethylene LDP degrades 
in strong sunshine in a cou-
ple of years, The High Den-
sity Polyethylene takes 
much longer and The Poly-
propylene and Polyethylene 
Terepthalete are still diffi-
cult, if not impossible to 

Within the month of 
April the Ministry of 
Environment Energy 
and Water was faced with 
a decision to shut down a 
local plastic bag manufac-
turing plant in Thilafushi. 
The plant was set up ille-
gally on a land given to a 
business man to dry fish 

degrade and decompose. 

Plastic bags drown sea life 
and suffocate corals. 

Some options other coun-
tries are going towards are 
the total ban on free plastic 
bag give away from shops 
and retailers.  Which could 
work in the Maldives. 

Plastic 
bags kill 
sea life 

at dras-
tic rates 

N A K A I Y  
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the immense pleasure its a very 
special and powerful feeling to 
discover the aquatic past of our 
selves. Now I want to be world 
number one and also create AIDA 
Maldives and compete with a team 
in the team events and win. 

Your Interest in the Environ-
ment 

I am confident that i can play a 
important part in environmental 
situations where a team can be 
organized to travel to different 
islands where sharks are been 
fished this will be my major con-
cern for which this have impacts on 
everything else ... secondly we need 
to talk to the rest of the population 
through Mass Media to inform of 
people of our every day life and 
simple things we can do to make a 
big difference ... and also in the past 
banning plastic bags in our coral 
islands for which plastic bags are 
used average only for 20minutes or 
so and to be naturally decomposed 
it takes 1000Years and on top this 
its brings such misery to our ma-
rine life so these are things that 
must be corrected i would like to 
say to everyone "DON"T BE 
INGNORANT , THINK FOR THE 
THINGS NATURE HAS DONE 
FOR YOU THE MOTHER OF US 
ALL",  

 

Climate Change 

Then comes the Issue of climate 
change for this to work i am afraid 
we maldivians cannot go to the 
developed countries and make 
them stop burning fossil fuels , we 
cannot stop the airline industry or 

coal burning in china .. we can raise 
our concern, and try to be an ex-
ample to others by eliminating our 
carbon footprint .. why in the world 
we need motor cycles and private 
cars in male' ... people can do with 
out them in a place like this, this is 
a more complicated issue and its 
difficult to tackle this matter but of 
course we all can work together to 
achieve something  

Hamza is now getting ready to go 
train with international athletes for 
the next event. 

“Part of the secret to life is, 
first and foremost, not to 
ignore, above all else, what 
nature whispers to you, for 
she is far too soft to be 
beaten into submission to 
reveal her secrets.” quoted 
Hamza from a famous envi-
ronmentalist. 

  

 

  

Freediving is any of various 
aquatic activities that share the 
practice of breath-hold underwater 
diving. Examples include breathhold 
spearfishing, freedive photography, 
apnea competitions and, to a de-
gree, snorkeling. The activity that 
garners the most public attention is 
competitive apnea, an extreme 
sport, in which competitors at-
tempt to attain great depths, times 
or distances on a single breath 
without direct assistance of an 
underwater breathing apparatus.  

Competitive freediving is currently 
governed by two world associa-
tions: AIDA International and 
CMAS. Most types of competitive 
freediving have in common that it is 
an individual sport based on the 
best individual achievement. An 
exception to this rule is the bi-
annual World Championship for 
Teams, held by AIDA, where the 
combined score of the team mem-
bers makes up the team's total 
points.  

Mohammed Hamza is the first 
internationally recognized Free 
Diver in Maldives. While working 
at the Bandos Island Resort he ahs 
been given the opportunity to 
travel to the trainings and competi-
tions by his employer. 

Why do you Freedive? 

Freediving is a vehicle , a means by 
which centers the mind and pro-
vide stillness to my life ... its such a 
peaceful feeling, as well as recon-
necting with mother nature in a 
very basic way of simply holding 
your breath to explore the un-
known ... first it was curiosity 
which lead me to freedive and then 

Man Dolphin-Mohammed Hamza 

DONT BE 

INGNORANT , 

THINK FOR 

THE THINGS 

NATURE HAS 

DONE FOR 

YOU, 

 THE 

MOTHER OF 

US ALL 
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Making Maldivians Proud and Living his passion and Dream
– working for the Environment Protection and preserva-
tion. 
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“NCSA project is to 

better understand 

capacity 

development needs, 

capacity constraints 

and available 

resources in the area 

of environmental 

management” 

School Children Call-
ing for Attention to 
small island nations 
at the ceremony 
when Mr. Lewis 
Gordon swam across 
Maldives in effort to 
raise international 
attention 2007 

National Capacity Self Assessment Project-Reviewd 
The formulation of 
NCSA project started 
in 2003 under a project 
funded by GEF. This project 
was formulated through 
consultative processes 
among the shareholder 
organizations.  

The project was signed in 
at the end of 2004 and   
inception was held in May 
2005. 

The purpose of the NCSA 
project is to better under-
stand capacity development 
needs, capacity constraints 
and available resources in 
the area of environmental 
management in relation to 
the Maldives's obligations 
under the global environ-
mental conventions and 
multilateral environmental 
agreements (MEAs).  

Mainly in the thematic areas 
of biodiversity, climate 
change and land degrada-
tion/ sustainable land man-
agement 

Such an improved under-
standing will assist the Gov-
ernment of the Maldives in 
allocating available re-
sources more efficiently 
and in prioritizing future 
bilateral and multilateral 
assistance in the environ-
mental management sphere.  

NCSA undertook a multi-
level, multi-stakeholder 
needs assessment to iden-
tify those capacity needs, 
and prepare a national 
strategy and action plan to 
address them.  

 

After several meetings and 
workshops NCSA is now 
ready produce the final 
report. Hopefully by August 
2008 Integrated Climate 
Change Strategy [ICCS] 
project will produce the 
NCSA and disseminate 
within the stakeholders and 
related government agen-
cies. 

  

Within the NCSA project it 
has funded several activities 
by NGO’s and awareness 
programs in the islands on 
climate change and adapta-
tion. 

Now the action plan is in 
final stages to be reviewed 
by an international consult-
ant and then NCSA will be 
ready to be formally dis-
seminated and endorsed by 
the government of Mal-
dives. 

Capacity 
building at 

Young stage
-Gn Fuvah-

mulak 
School chil-

dren at a 
ICCS pres-

entation 
2007 

NCSA National Workshop 2007 

N A K A I Y  
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“At the time of survey in 2003, 
shark fishing was carried out in 22 
islands whereas it has now de-
clined to 11 islands. A total of 132 
vessels and 528 fishermen were 
involved in the fishery in 2003, 
accounting for 3.5% of the total 
number of fishermen in the Mal-
dives. Mean monthly profit for 
each fishing vessel was MRf 
20,313 whereas it had decreased 
substantially in 2006 to MRf 
14,555. Average number of crew 
per vessel was 4 in 2003 and 
total number of shark fishing days 
was about 3 months per year. 
Total income from the shark fish-
ery was estimated to be MRf 7.92 
million in 2003. Averages between 
MRf 15 to 20 million were earned 

per year 
from total 
shark exports 
in the 1990s 
whereas this 
has now 
decreased to 
values below 

MRf 10 million” Status of 
the Shark fishery in the Mal-
dives 2003,  Marine Research 
Centre. 

The Atoll Echo System Conser-
vation [AEC] project of the 
Ministry of Environment Energy 
and Water has shown concern 
about the status of shark fishery 
and stock depletion through 
out the Maldives. They have 
been working as a focal point 
for a movement for the preser-
vation of sharks in the Maldives 
driven by Soneva Fushi, Four 
Seasons [Landaa Giraavaru], 
Reethi Beach, Coco palm 
[Dhunikolhu], Royal Island and 
kihaadhuffaru and many more 
resorts and NGO’s and Dive 
Centers. 

The common understanding 
from these concerned parties is 
that the shark stock through 
out Maldives is depleting an that 
without swift action this could 
lead to a rapid decline in other 
species [which is already no-
ticed] as well as Sharks are the 
apex predators of the sea. 

Local NGO’s and activists are 
also calling for a ban on shark 
fishing and export of shark  fins 
and products. 

 

 

Whale 
shark with 
fin Ripped 
off 
Dhangethi 
Island May 

Fin Chopped Off A Whale Shark –Pics by 
Faizan Waheed 2008 

“Local NGO’s 

and activists 

are also calling 

for a ban on 

shark fishing 

and export of 

shark  fins and 

products” 
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Shark Tooth and Fins Laid to dry at Kul-
hudhuhfushi island –March 2008  
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Thilafushi was originally a 
lagoon called ‘Thilafalhu’, 
with a length of 7 km and 
a width of 200 metres at 
the shallowest regions, 
situated a few kilometers 
from Male’.  
Reclamation of Thilafalhu 
started on 7 January 1992, in 
order to solve the problem of 
garbage generated in Male’. 
Thilafushi waste disposal cen-
tre was initially started as the 
main waste disposal centre for 
Male’. Presently waste from 
nearby atolls and resorts are 
also disposed there.  
Thilafushi lagoon fill, with used 
batteries, asbestos, lead and 
other potentially hazardous 
waste mixed with the munici-
pal solid wastes, is an increas-
ingly serious ecological and 
health problem in the Mal-
dives. Even though batteries 
and e-waste are quite a small 
fraction of municipal waste 
disposed at the Thilafushi, 
they are a concerted source 
of toxic heavy metals such as 

Thilafushi-Toxic Bomb in the ocean-Bluepeace [NGO]- 
mercury, lead and cadmium. 
Chemicals can leach out into 
water table or sea and endan-
ger the surrounding sea and 
reefs.  
Potentially hazardous wastes 
are not sorted at the collec-
tion or disposal ends in Thila-
fushi. However, nowadays at 
the disposal site at Thilafushi 
and in the main collection 
centre in Male, scrap metals 
such as copper, tin, zinc, steel, 
plastic bottle, cardboard 
boxes and used oil are sorted. 
According to the Custom 
Statistics scrap metal is the 
major export from Maldives 
to India. 
There are no recycling facili-
ties for the safe disposal for 
the hazardous waste such as 
used batteries, lead, asbestos 
and mercury in the Maldives. 
Asbestos are mainly found in 
the Maldives as corrugated 
asbestos-cement sheets or 
“A/C Sheets” locally know as 
Simenthi tinu (Cement roofing 
sheets). 

A growing number of mobile 
phone and electronic equip-
ment purchases in the country 
and rising number of tourist 
arrivals in the recent decades 
lead to an increase in disposal 
of used batteries and other 
potentially harmful electronic 
or e-waste. These are mixed 
with municipal waste and are 
inappropriately disposed in 
the Maldives. 
Likewise, e-waste with other 
hazardous waste such as mer-
cury, lead and cadmium in the 
used batteries can mix in the 
salt water at Thilafushi dump 
and cause even more danger. 
The scariest part is that unlike 
the landfill, in a lagoon fill or 
sea fill, toxics chemicals can 
easily seep out into the coastal 
zone and enter into the lower 
level in the food web, algae, 
zooplankton, and fish. Once 
these toxics chemicals are 
released it is very difficult to 
remove them from the food 
web and can end up on our 
dinner plate in fish or lobsters. 

Source: http://www.bluepeacemaldives.org/blog/ 


