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Questionnaire Development

Data Analysis
Readers are reminded that the survey results are
estimations. At 95% confidence intervals with a sample
of about 16,000, the real percentages will vary within
the margin of errors indicated in table 2

Programme developed from Microsoft Access was used to
compile and analyze the data obtained from the forty islands.
All results reported represent the responses weighted to
reflect the entire Maldivian population.

Table 2: Observed percentages and margin of errors
Observed
percentages

Margin of
errors

10% or 90%

20% or 80%

30% or 70%

40% or 60%

50%

±0.5%

±0.6%

±0.7%

±0.75%

±0.77%

points

points

points

points

points

Limitations
As the survey was conducted through a preset questionnaire,
some respondents left some questions unanswered which in
turn lead to some degree of error in the final results. Since the
questions were pre-set the respondents were restricted to
making responses only to the issues that were identified
during the questionnaire development process.
Also the survey results revealed the perceptions of the
community towards environmental issues. This does not
necessarily represent people's actual behaviour.
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Figure 1: Islands surveyed

R E S U LT S

1 CHARACTERISTICS OF THE RESPONDENTS
Sixty percent (60%) of the respondents were female and forty
percent (40%) were male (Figure 2). This was expected as the
survey was conducted during the morning and in the
afternoon, when a significant number of males were at work.
In the atolls, large numbers of males work away from their
home islands, in fishing or tourism sector.

Graphical representation of the age of the respondents is
illustrated in figure 3. The graph shows that sixty eight percent
(68%) of the respondents are above 18 years old while thirty two
percent ( 32%) are between the age of 10- 18.

Female

10 to 18

Male

18+

32%

40%

68%
60%

Figure 3: Age of the respondents

Figure 2: Gender of the respondents
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2 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
-Maldivians were most concerned about waste management, coastal erosion, ozone depletion, population explosion
and global warming when referring to most serious environmental problems -

24%

Respondents were asked to rank a list of given environmental
problems which they were most concerned about.

23%

17%

11%
10%

4%

4%

Species extinction

Water quality

Natural disasters

Reef degradation

Global warming

Population explosion

Ozone layer
depletion

Coastal erosion

Waste management

2%

1%

Habitat loss

4%

Figure 4 : Most serious environmental concerns to the communities

Approximately fifty percent (50%) of the respondents identified waste management and coastal erosion as the most
important issue to them. Approximately twenty five percent (25%) identified global environmental issues such as ozone
depletion and global warming as the issue of most concern to them. The remaining twenty five percent (25%) of the
respondents were split across a number of issues including population explosion, reef degradation, water quality, natural
disasters, species extinction and habitat loss as the most important environmental issues.

Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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A slight variation exists among scores between the atolls and
in Malé . They are:

“Population explosion” scored less in the atolls (7%)
than the community in Malé (13%).

The greatest divergence can be observed with the
issue of ‘coastal erosion’: thirty percent (30%) for
the atoll communities versus twenty percent (20%)
for the communities in Malé .
The most important issue for the atoll communities
was ‘coastal erosion’(30%), while ‘waste
management’ was the top concern for the community
in Malé (23%).

Analysis by characteristics of the respondents (ie: age or
gender) did not reveal significant differences; few specific
patterns can be identified:
Younger people (10-18) were most concerned about
ozone depletion (22% verses 14% for 18+); and scores
by gender were consistent and did not diverge from the
average scores.

‘Waste management’ was a greater concern to more
respondents in the atolls at twenty seven percent
( 27%), (it was the second most concerning issue in
the atolls) than the community in Malé.
Table 3: Most serious environmental problems

Coastal erosion

Ozone
depletion

Population
explosion

Global
warming

Water quality

Reef
degradation

Natural disaster

Species
extinction

Habitat loss

Maldives

Waste
management

Q1). Which is the most serious environmental problem (rank the following according to importance?)

24%

23%

17%

11%

10%

4%

4%

4%

2%

1%

23%
27%

20%
30%

17%
16%

13%
7%

11%
8%

5%
2%

4%
4%

4%
4%

2%
1%

1%
1%

21%
25%

22%
24%

22%
14%

11%
10%

10%
11%

3%
5%

4%
4%

4%
4%

2%
2%

1%
1%

25%
23%

24%
23%

17%
17%

10%
11%

10%
10%

4%
4%

4%
4%

4%
4%

1%
2%

1%
2%

Locality
Malé
Atolls

Age
10 to 18
18+

Gender
Female
Malé
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33 AWARENESS ON THE ENVIRONMENT
3.1 Level of satisfaction with the efforts made by the media on increasing environmental awareness.

-Majority of the Maldivians were satisfied with the efforts made by the media on increasing environmental awarenessOverall fifty five percent (55%) of the respondents were
satisfied with the efforts made by the media on increasing
environmental awareness. However when the data was
analysed in terms of locality, fifty percent (50%) of the
respondents in Malé thought that media was doing enough
while fifty percent (50%) disagreed. In the atolls, sixty six
percent (66%) were satisfied with the efforts made by the media
while thirty seven percent (37%) thought otherwise.

Yes
No

45%
55%

Analysis by characteristics of the respondents showed that:
There was evidence of a difference in perception at the
0.01 level of significance where gender was concerned.
Majority of men (55% males versus 36% for women)
were not satisfied with the role of the media.
Analysis by age category was consistent (yes 55%
versus no 45%) with that of the total scores for
Maldives.

Figure 5: Level of satisfaction with the efforts
made by media

Table 4: Perception about the media

Q2) Are you satisfied with the efforts made by the media to increase environmental awareness (Yes or No)

Maldives

Yes
55%

No
45%

50%
66%

50%
34%

55%
56%

45%
44%

63%
44%

37%
56%

Locality
Malé
Atolls

Age
10 to 18
18+

Gender
Females
Males
Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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3.2 Main sources of information

-Television was the most important source of information about the environment for Maldivian people47%

The preferred information source for receiving environmental
awareness messages were television (47%), school curriculum
(27%), internet (13%), radio (9%) and print media (4%). The
scores obtained from Malé (45%) and the atolls (49%) did not
reveal significant differences with the total score of Maldives
(47%).

Television
School curriculum
Internet
Radio

27%

Print Media

Analysis by characteristics of the respondents showed that:
13%

In all the groups, television was the favoured source of
information regarding the environment; however,
where school curriculum and internet were concerned
there was a slight difference between the age groups
(Table 5).
Men as well as the younger age group mentioned
school curriculum more than women and older
respondents.

9%

4%

Figure 6: Most important information source to spread
environmental awareness

Table 5: Main sources of information about the environment

Radio

Internet

Print Media

Maldives
Locality
Malé
Atolls
Age
10 to 18
18+
Gender
Females
Males

27%

9%

13%

4%

45%
49%

30%
23%

6%
10%

13%
13%

6%
5%

43%
48%

30%
26%

6%
9%

17%
11%

4%
6%

49%
45%

24%
30%

9%
7%

13%
13%

5%
5%

School

47%

Television

Curriculum

Q3). Which are your main sources of information about the environment? (Rank the following according to
importance) (Print media - Television - Radio - School curriculum - Internet)
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3.3 Usefulness of the weather information provided by television and radio

-Majority of the respondents thought weather information provided by television and radio was usefulQ4. Is the weather information provided by television and radio useful? (Yes - No - Don't know)

Yes
No
Don't know

11%

5%

84%

Figure 7: Usefulness of the weather information
provided by TV and radio

A vast majority of the total sample (84%) found the weather
information provided by television and radio as useful. Those
who thought that the weather information was not useful
represented eleven percent (11%) of the sample followed by
six percent (6%) who were undecided about the effectiveness
of the weather information provided by the two media
sources.

Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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4 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION
4.1 Impact on economy from
environmental protection

4.2 Impact on environment from
the increasing population

- Most of the respondents thought that there would be a
positive impact on the economy from environmental protection-

-There would be a negative effect on the environment
from the increasing population-

Q5. What would be the impact on the economy
from environmental protection (Positive impactNegative Impact - No Impact - Don't Know)

Q6. What would be the impact on the environment
from the increase in population? (Positive impactNegative Impact - No Impact - Don't Know)

Positive impact

Positive impact

Negative impact

Negative impact

Don't know

Don't know

No impact

No impact

6%

8%

11%

13%

10%
13%
73%
66%
Figure 8: Impact on economy from environmental protection

Figure 9: Impact on environment from increasing population

A significant proportion of the population thought that there
would be a positive impact on the economy from
environmental protection. Seventy three percent (73%) of the
total sample said there would be a positive impact, ten percent
(10%) thought there would be negative impact, while six
percent (6%) said there would be no impact and eleven
percent (11%) were undecided. The scores were consistent
across the country.

The majority of the respondents (66%) thought that there would
be a negative impact on the environment from the increasing
population. Thirteen percent (13%) thought there would be a
positive impact, while eight percent (8%) said there would be no
impact and thirteen percent (13%) were undecided. It is notable
that scores were exactly the same across the country between
various categories (age/gender and location).
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Total

66%

Age
18+

64%

10 - 18

68%

Gender

Female

Male

67%

62%

Impact on economy
from environmental
protection

Positive

70%

Figure 10: Negative impact on the environment from increasing population

Analysis by characteristics of the respondents showed that:
As already mentioned, sixty six percent (66%) of the
respondents perceived that there would be a negative
impact on the environment from the increasing
population
Sixty eight percent (68%) of the respondents between
the ages of 10 and 18 thought increasing population
would have a negative impact on the environment
while sixty four percent (64%) of the respondents
over the age 18 also had similar perceptions.
Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007

Also, respondents who thought that there would be a
positive impact on the economy from environmental
protection were more inclined to say (70%) that the
increasing population would have a a negative impact
the environment.
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4.3 Ban on importing plastic bags in Maldives

4.4 Protected areas in the Maldives

- Most of the respondents welcomed the idea of a ban
on importing plastic bags to the country -

- Communities thought that there were not enough
protected areas in the Maldives -

Q7. Should importing plastic bags be banned
in the Maldives? (Yes - No - Don't Know)

Q8. Are there enough protected areas in the Maldives?
(Yes - More than enough - Less than enough)

Yes

Less than enough

No

More than enough

Don't know

Enough

6%
34%

17%

5%

77%

Figure 11: Perception regarding a ban
on importing plastic bags in Maldives

A majority of the respondents (77%) thought that there should
be a ban on importing plastic bags in to the country, while
seventeen percent (17%) disagreed with the idea and six
percent (6%) were unsure. The same scores were observed in
the community in Malé and in the atolls.

61%

Figure 12: Perception on the protected areas in the country

It is interesting to observe that more than half of the respondents
(61%) would like to see more protected areas in the country,
while thirty four percent (34%) thought there were enough and a
minority (5%) thought there were more than enough protected
areas in the country. The results were consistent across the
country between various categories (age/gender and location).
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5 ARE YOU DOING YOUR BIT?
5 . 1 Ta k i n g m e a s u r e s t o r e d u c e e n e r g y c o n s u m p t i o n a t h o m e ?

- Most Maldivians felt they were taking measures to save electricityRespondents were asked to indicate to what extent they
personally make efforts2 to save energy consumption at home.
Results showed that the majority of respondents (92%)
perceived that they made efforts, whilst the other eight percent
(8%) did not take measures to reduce electricity usage.

Yes
Sometimes

8%

No

19%

Analysis by characteristics of the respondents showed that:
Women and older respondents stated that they made
more effort to save energy at home than men and
younger respondents.(table 6)
Twelve percent (12%) of men surveyed did not make
any effort to save energy at home.

73%
Figure 13: Measures to reduce energy consumption at home

Table 6: Energy consumption at home

Q9. Do you practice any means of saving electricity? (Yes - No - Sometimes)

Maldives
Locality
Malé
Atolls
Age
10 to 18
18+
Gender
Females
Males

Yes
73%

Sometimes

19%

No
8%

73%
71%

19%
20%

8%
9%

62%
78%

27%
15%

11%
7%

76%
68%

18%
20%

6%
12%

Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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2

Making effort: answers 'yes' and 'sometimes’

5 . 2 Ta k i n g m e a s u r e s t o s a v e w a t e r ?

- Most Maldivians felt they were taking measures to save waterThe majority of the respondents (91%) felt that they were
Yes

making an effort 3 to save water while nine percent (9%)

Sometimes
No

mentioned they did not make an effort at all. Ninety two percent
(92%) of respondents in Malé claimed to save water verses

9%

ninety percent (90%) of the respondents in the atolls.

24%
67%

Analysis by characteristics of the respondents showed that:
Women and older respondents made most efforts to
save water at home.
Figure 14: measures to save water

Table 7: Measures to save water at home

Q10. Do you practice any means of saving water? (Yes - No - Sometimes)

Maldives

Yes
67%

Sometimes

24%

No
9%

70%
63%

22%
27%

8%
10%

56%
71%

33%
21%

11%
8%

69%
64%

24%
25%

7%
11%

Locality
Malé
Atolls

Age
10 to 18
18+

Gender
Females
Males

3
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Making effort: answers 'yes' and 'sometimes’

Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007

5.3 Purchase environmentally friendly products?

-Communities were willing to buy environmentally friendly products while shopping Yes
Sometimes
No

Sixty seven percent (67%) of the respondents stated that
4
they gave preference to purchasing environmentally
friendly products while shopping, fifteen percent (15%)
gave no preference and eighteen percent (18%) decided to
consider it in the future.

Will do in future

18%

15%
41%

26%
Figure 15: Willingness to purchase environmentally friendly products

Table 8: Willingness to buy environment friendly products

Q11. Do you give preference to environmentally friendly products while shopping?
(Yes - No - Sometimes - Will in the future)

Maldives

Yes

Sometimes

No

Will do in
future

41%

26%

15%

18%

39%
43%

28%
23%

16%
14%

17%
20%

34%
44%

28%
25%

15%
14%

23%
17%

42%
39%

27%
25%

13%
17%

18%
19%

Locality
Malé
Atolls

Age
10 to 18
18+

Gender
Females
Males

4

Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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Gave preference: answers ' yes' and ‘sometimes’

Totale efforts to purchase
environmentally friendly products

67%

Age
18+

10 - 18

69%

62%

Gender

Female

Male

67%

64%

Efforts to save water

71%

Efforts to reduce energy

70%

Figure 16: Efforts to purchase environmentally friendly products

Analysis by characteristics of the respondents showed that:
Majorities from all the groups (age/gender) showed
that they gave preference to environmentally friendly
products while shopping.
Seventy percent (70%) of the respondents who made
an effort to reduce energy consumption and save
water were willing to buy environmentally friendly
products

The difference between the scores for age category can
also be attributed to the fact that shopping at
household levels is always done by adults in the
house.
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DI S C U S S I O N S
1 - ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Current status

1.1 Waste Management

The generation of wastes has increased as living standards
throughout the Maldives have improved. The second National
Environment Action Plan (NEAP) 2002 identified pollution
control and managing hazardous waste as key environmental
issues.

Waste management was environmental problem of most
concern across the country with twenty four percent (24%) of
the respondents of the survey classifying it as the number one
problem. It was notable that waste management scored quite
consistently throughout the Maldives.

The issue of waste management became a national concern
following the December 2004 Tsunami. The Ministry of
Environment, Energy and Water has recognised the importance
of waste management and a national policy framework and
implementation strategy are currently being developed. During
the tsunami debris clean up program in 89 islands, conducted by
UNEP and MEEW, 100 tonnes of hazardous waste was
collected. With the assistance from international donors the
Ministry of Environment, Energy and Water also proposes to:

The issue of waste management scored highest in the atolls
with 4 points higher than the score obtained from Malé. This
was expected, given that in Malé there is a waste management
facility in Thilafushi, whereas, in the atolls waste
management is a serious issue that needs to be resolved. It is
acknowledged, however, that in spite of Malé having the
Thilafushi waste management facility, waste was still
perceived as the main issue of concern in the Maldives. This
perhaps reflects that this issue is considered as one of national
concern.

Establish Waste Management Centres on 134
islands by the end of 2007;
develop a national policy on waste management;
establish 5 regional waste management facilities;
where it is financially viable to do so, implement
routine waste collection services;
develop guidelines and information brochures about
waste and waste management;
conduct capacity building programs and awareness
campaigns;
procure waste management equipment to support
community based waste management; and
undertake technical and financial feasibility for
establishing small scale waste to energy incineration.

It is clear from the findings of this survey, that work
on waste management needs to continue with
renewed focus on national solutions.
Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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1.2 Coastal Erosion

Table 9: No. of islands that have reported coastal erosion in 2006
No. Of islands that have reported coastal erosion: 2006

The beach system on the islands is highly dynamic and is
subjected to seasonal erosion and accretion. Consumption of
beachfront areas for developmental needs is putting stress on
natural processes resulting in changing coastal dynamics.
Coastal erosion is therefore likely to be identified as a more
critical issue on islands than in Malé. As with waste
management, however, the high scores given to coastal
erosion both in Malé and in the atolls again underlines it as an
issue perceived to be of national significance.

Current status

Atolls

No. Of islands
that have
reported erosion

Costal erosion was identified as the most concerning
environmental issue for the island communities scoring this
issue 10 points higher than the respondents from Malé. This
may be because in Malé sea defence is now provided by a
series of detached breakwaters, with concrete tetra pods which
has significantly reduced the impact of erosion on Malé.

Total no. Of
islands

At 23%, coastal erosion was the second most important
concern across the country. All respondents were likely to
have experienced a certain level of coastal erosion since
natural erosion and accretion is an inherent part of an island
ecosystem.

North Thiladhunmathi (H.A)
South Thiladhunmathi (H.Dh)
North Miladhunmadulu (Sh)
South Miladhunmadulu (N)
North Maalhosmadulu (R)
South Maalhosmadulu (B)
Faadhippolhu (Lh)
Male’ Atoll (K)
North Ari Atoll (A.A)
South Ari Atoll (A.Dh)
Felidhu Atoll (V)
Mulaku Atoll (M)
North Nilandhe Atoll (F)
South Nilandhe Atoll (Dh)
Kolhumadulu (Th)
Hadhdhumathi (L)
North Huvadhu Atoll (G.A)
South Huvadhu Atoll (G.Dh)
Fuvahmulah (Gn)
Addu Atoll (S)

15
16
15
13
14
13
5
9
8
10
5
9
5
8
13
12
10
10
1
6

15
15
15
13
12
13
4
9
5
9
5
5
5
5
13
11
9
7
1
6

The State of the Island Environment Assessment (ERC 2006
unpublished) shows that ninety percent (90%) of the islands
are subjected to coastal erosion and the Second National
Environment Action Plan (NEAP) 2002 and The State of the
177
197
Environment Report of the Maldives 2004 identified coastal
Percentage of islands that have reported erosion = 90%
erosion as an environmental issue resulting from climate
Source: State of the Island Environment Assessment 2006 (ERC, unpublished)
change and sea level rise. The Sixth National Development
Plan 2001-2005 addressed many environmental issues, but a
direct policy on coastal erosion has not yet been developed. It
is widely recognised that without a direct national policy
framework for coastal erosion and a corresponding
implementation strategy the potential for improving
environmental outcomes in this area will be limited.
Page 24
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1.3 Ozone depletion,
Population explotion and
Global warming
The third, fourth and fifth major environmental concerns to
the respondents were ozone depletion, population explosion
and global warming respectively. For the atoll communities
global issues such as ozone depletion and global warming
were more of a concern than population explosion. However,
in Malé the public was more concerned about ozone depletion
and population explosion than global warming. The variation
in public perceptions may be explained by the fact that in
Malé, the population is growing rapidly with the migration of
atoll communities causing increasing congestion on the
island.

The sixth NDP (2001) states that global environmental issues,
such as global warming and climate change are serious threats
to the very survival of the Maldives. Maldives continues to
contribute towards the international efforts to seek solutions to
global environment threats, especially those pertaining to the
vulnerable Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

Table 10: Population growth rate in 2000 and 2006

Population and annual population growth rate - 2000 AND 2006

Locality

Malé (Total)
Atolls

Population
2000
74,069
196,032

2006
103,693
195,275

Annual population growth
rate (expn)

5.59
-0.06

Source: Population and Housing Census 2006, MPND 2007

Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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The fact that Maldivians are concerned about ozone depletion
and global warming reflects the level of awareness among the
communities regarding global environmental concerns.
Taken together these two environmental issues accounted for
twenty five percent (25%) of the scores for issues respondents
perceived to be the most serious environmental issues in the
Maldives.
Increased public awareness about global issues may be due to:

One of the aims of this survey was to find out whether global
issues are of concern to Maldivians. The survey results indicate
a reasonably strong awareness of global environmental issues.
This is perhaps not surprising as the survival of the Maldives
depends very much on these issues being addressed in the global
international arena. Awareness about global environmental
issues needs to continue along side continued participation at
the international level to ensure that the survival of the
Maldivian way of life is secured.

dissemination of information by concerned
government authorities and other information
dissemination bodies;
celebrations of internationally significant
environment days such as International Ozone Day;
targeted awareness programs for Ozone Depleting
Substances;
surveys conducted to assess the status of CFC used in
the mobile air conditioning system of the taxis used in
Malé; and
Increasing focus on environmental issues within the
formal school curriculum.
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1.4 Water quality
Reef degradation and
Natural disasters
Poor water quality, reef degradation and natural disasters
scored quite low with four (4%) for each issue. The scores
were mostly consistent across the country, with a slight
variation among scores given for water quality between
respondents from atolls and in Malé.

In Malé, water usage is greater than the rate at which the natural
aquifer is recharged. As a result, the groundwater lens in Malé is
completely depleted and unfit for daily use. Most island
communities rely on ground water for domestic use while
rainwater is mainly used for drinking purposes. Although the
water table in many islands (52%) has turned saline (SOE
survey 2006, ERC - unpublished), generally in islands with low
populations, the water demand is less, and the groundwater
aquifer is recharged through natural processes. There has,
however, been an increase in the salinity of the ground water in
the atolls affected by the tsunami, and in the future water quality
may be ranked higher as a result.

In the atolls, people were more concerned about reef
degradation and natural disasters than the quality of drinking
water. In Malé the public was equally concerned about water
quality, reef degradation and natural disasters respectively.
The variation in public perceptions may be explained by the
fact that in Malé, the rapidly expanding population together
with increasing use of fresh water has intensified the problems
associated with the supply of water. In the atolls, however, the
issue of water quality is not a visible environmental issue as
most people now have access to a variety of water sources
including groundwater, rainwater and desalinated water.

Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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Table 11: No. of islands that have reported salinity in
ground water in 2006

Atolls

Total no. Of
islands

No. Of islands
that have
reported salinity
in ground water

No. of islands that have reported salinity in
ground water: 2006

North Thiladhunmathi (H.A)
South Thiladhunmathi (H.Dh)
North Miladhunmadulu (Sh)
South Miladhunmadulu (N)
North Maalhosmadulu (R)
South Maalhosmadulu (B)
Faadhippolhu (Lh)
Male’ Atoll (K)
North Ari Atoll (A.A)
South Ari Atoll (A.Dh)
Felidhu Atoll (V)
Mulaku Atoll (M)
North Nilandhe Atoll (F)
South Nilandhe Atoll (Dh)
Kolhumadulu (Th)
Hadhdhumathi (L)
North Huvadhu Atoll (G.A)
South Huvadhu Atoll (G.Dh)
Fuvahmulah (Gn)
Addu Atoll (S)

15
16
15
13
14
13
5
9
8
10
5
9
5
8
13
12
10
10
1
6

8
5
5
9
6
7
4
8
5
3
3
3
3
3
8
8
5
4
0
4

197

101

Percentage of islands that have reported salinity
in ground water = 52%

For communities in the islands, reef degradation is more of a
concern as the reef provides protection from the sea and the use
of reef resources provides a livelihood. However, the increased
demand on reef resources has resulted in increasing reef
degradation due to coral mining, over-fishing and the tourism
industry. Actions have been taken to reduce reef degradation:
coral mining is now prohibited in the house reefs of atolls and
the Government is pursuing to develop a policy on Integrated
Reef Resources Management for the management of reef
resources.

Though the devastation of the December 2004 tsunami is still
fresh in the minds of all Maldivians, the public were less
concerned about natural disasters (4%). This question was put in
the questionnaire to assess the perception of the public about
natural disasters after the 2004 tsunami and the low score is
perhaps a little surprising. This, perhaps, reflects that most
people are aware of the rarity of natural disasters although they
are aware of the devastation and destruction such disasters can
bring about.

Source: State of the Island Environment Assessment 2006 (ERC, unpublished)
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1.5 Species Extinction and
Loss of habitat

Species extinction and loss of habitats, however, scored low

The mainstay of the Maldivian economy is based on tourism
and fisheries, which depend on the biological diversity of the
country. The Maldivian Government, recognising the
importance of biological diversity and its limited natural
resources has signed and ratified the Convention on
Biological Diversity. Policies regarding conservation of
biological diversity exist in all the key policy documents.
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with only two percent (2%) and one percent (1%) of the
respondents respectively considering them to be major
environmental issues. It is quite clear that awareness regarding
the importance of biodiversity and the issues associated with
loss of biodiversity is lacking and needs to be raised throughout
the country.
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2 - AWARENESS ON THE
ENVIRONMENT
An overall perspective showed that Maldivians were satisfied
with the efforts made by the media on raising environmental
awareness. Nevertheless, where gender was concerned a
slight difference was observed with the majority of the men
(55%) being unsatisfied with the media's role in promoting
environmental awareness.
The preferred sources of environmental information
dissemination were television and school curriculum. The
survey revealed that the television and school curriculum are
important tools for promoting the environmental concerns.
Based on this, the extent of awareness on the environment is
linked to the usage of television and the scope of education.
Eighty seven percent (87%) of the respondents found that the
weather information disseminated by TV and radio are useful.
Tele-media (TV and Radio) in the Maldives periodically
broadcast environmental issues in the country. However, this
is found to be fewer than the expectation.
The results of this survey shows that major information
dissemination bodies like television needs to widen their
coverage on environment related content as people depend on
them for environmental awareness. In the 6th NDP, the key
policy document of the Government, the role of media in the
development process and policies on improving the quality of
broadcasting and media content was explicitly mentioned.
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3 - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AND CONSERVATION

Two land areas and three islands are protected, under the
“Environment Protection and Preservation Act, (4/93).

An overall assessment to questions under this category
showed that the general public are concerned about depletion
of natural resources, the lack of protected areas and
considered environmental protection as important. More than
two thirds of the respondents felt that a decrease in population
enhances environmental protection which consequently
would improve our economy. The mainstay of our economy
depends on our environmental resources, and increasing
population would result in over exploitation of these
resources.

Protected land areas:

Mangrove Area of K.Huraa
Eidhigali Kulhi and Koattey Area of S.Hithadhoo

For a small country like the Maldives, increasing population
is directly related to key environmental issues like the
increase in generation of waste. Out of the total sample, sixty
six percent (66%) of the respondents believed there would be
a negative impact on the environment from increasing
population.

Protected Islands:

ADh. Hurasdhoo
B. Olhugiri

A large majority of the respondents are in favour of more
protected areas in the country and putting a ban on the import
of plastic bags into the country. This shows that the Maldivian
public would like to see additional measures on
environmental protection and conservation taken in to
consideration when deciding policy on developmental
courses.

Ga. Hithaadhoo

Seventy six percent (76%) of the respondents welcomed the
idea of putting a ban on importing plastic bags in to the country.
The fact that results were consistent across the country shows
that people are aware of the destruction caused by plastic bags
to the environment. Although people appear to be aware of the
negative impact of plastic bags this does not necessarily
translate into changes in behavior. This may reflect the level of
awareness and availability of alternatives. If the idea of a
national ban is to be successful an awareness campaign and
availability of alternatives should be considered.

Almost two thirds of the respondents stated there were not
enough protected areas in the country. It is, perhaps, possible
that since most of the protected areas are found in the region
south of Malé, locals in the northern atolls are not aware of
these protected areas. Although the media addresses
environmental issues present in the country, programs and
articles about protected areas in the country are not widely
reported.
Public Perception on the Environment; A Maldivian Perspective 2007
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4 - ARE YOU DOING YOUR BIT?
Questions under this category were designed to assess the
levels of personal action individuals are willing to undertake
in order to protect the environment. An overall perspective
shows that large majorities within all the communities make
an effort to protect the environment by saving energy and
water and by purchasing environmentally friendly products.
Behavioural actions to reduce energy consumption can be
attributed to an economic incentive, given the fact that power
generation in the Maldives, using fuel oil, is currently an
expensive method. It is concluded that respondents were
willing to save energy consumption for economic benefit
which indirectly protects environmental resources.

There was a slight difference in the scores obtained for saving
water between the locations of residence. Seventy percent
(70%) of respondents in Malé claimed they do make efforts to
save water, while sixty three percent (63%) in the atolls claimed
so, which can be attributed to the fact that in Malé people rely on
desalinated water which they are paying for while in the atolls
they have alternative sources such as ground and rain water.
It can be said that when it comes to individual efforts to protect
the environment, economic benefits and awareness play a vital
role. This might explain why a majority of the respondents took
measures to save water and to reduce energy consumption at
home.
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CO N C L U S I O N S
The assessment revealed that awareness and understanding of
the public towards the environmental issues was high. The
majority of the respondents were generally aware of global
environmental issues and local environmental issues. The
respondents were most concerned about environmental issues
that influence the island environment such as waste
management and coastal erosion and global environment
issues rather than the issues that affect their daily lives.

On specific environment issues, Maldivian people stated that
they support putting a ban on importing plastic bags in to the
country. They also believed there would be a positive impact
on the economy from protecting the environment while there
would be a negative impact on the environment from the
increasing population. In general, a majority of the
respondents are in favor of any action that assists in the
protection and conservation of the environment.

It is not surprising that many locals are aware of the scientific
principles of global environment issues, as there is a literacy
rate of 97.8% in the country. Much emphasis is given to
environmental issues at an awareness level. Local media
sources cover environmentally related issues while the
Ministry of Environment, Energy and Water conducts news
conferences on a monthly basis. The Maldives celebrates all
the environmentally related international days at a national
level with media coverage and much publicity. Every year the
President of the Maldives awards a Green Leaf Award and
Green Resort Award to the parties and resorts which make
significant efforts in taking part in environment related
activities and promoting environmental awareness
respectively. All these actions lead to promoting
environmental awareness in the communities.

A large majority of the Maldivians stated that they made
efforts to protect the environment at an individual level by
purchasing environmentally friendly products and taking
measures to save water and to reduce energy consumption at
home.
This is the first Public Perception Research ERC has
conducted and the findings from the survey will act as
benchmarks. These benchmarks will be used as comparative
figures in future public perception surveys to measure if there
is any changes in the perception of the public towards
environmental issues.

As far as media efforts are concerned, the communities were
satisfied with the information media sources convey to them.
As there is a high level of trust placed in the hands of the
media, it will be important to continue to engage the media to
deliver awareness messages to the communities.
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ANNEX 1
QUESTIONNAIRE
PUBLIC PERCEPTION ON THE ENVIRONMENT
Environment Research Centre
Ministry of Environment, Energy and Water
Malé, Republic of Maldives

1.Which is the most serious environmental problem?
(rank the following according to importance; 1 being the most important, 2 being next and so on):
Waste Management

Ozone depletion

Coastal erosion

Population explosion

Species extinction

Water quality

Global warming

Habitat loss

Reef degradation

Natural disasters

2. Are you satisfied with the efforts made by the media to increase environment awareness?
Yes

No

3. Which are your main sources of information about the environment?
(Rank the following according to importance; 1 being the most important, 2 being next and so on):
TV

Scool Curriculum

Radio

Internet

Print Media
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4. Is the weather information provided by television and radio useful?
Yes

No

Don't Know

5. What would be the impact on the economy from environmental protection?

Positive impact

No impact

Negative impact

Don't Know

6. What would be the impact on the environment from the increase in population?
Positive impact

No change

Negative impact

Don't Know

7. Should importing plastic bags be banned in the Maldives?
Yes

No

Don't Know

8. Are there enough protected areas in the Maldives?

Yes

More than enough

Less than enough

9. Do you practice any means of reducing energy consumption at home?

Yes

No
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Sometimes
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10. Do you practice any means of saving water?
Yes

No

Sometimes

11. Do you give preference in buying environmentally friendly products?
Yes

No

Sometimes

Will in the future

Gender:
Female

Male

Atoll and Island

Age group:
10 - 18 years

18 + years
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